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SAIL FOR BERMUD A. JHeaty George, accom- | set of taxation ai rec: Ganmeia. lecescow eisdek the 


panied by Mrs. George, will sail for the Bermudas. 
on Thursday afternoon, 22d inst., at 3 o’clock. They 
have engaged passage on the steamship Orinoco, of the | 
Bermuda Royal Mail Company. Mr. George continues 
to recover his strength, and during the past week has 
gone about freely and given some attention to business. 
but he will keep his promise to refrain from all mental 
labor until he feels that he has completely recovered 
his strength. The good wishes of thousands go with 
him on his voyage. 


(RORGE BANCROFT.—The death of George Ban- 

eroft, the histurian, removes a man whose life of 
over 90 years was one of wide usefulness and deserved 
honor. A scholar and literarv man, he was also a man 
of public affairs, prominent in politics in his own State, 
and at various times a cabinet officer and minister to 
England. Russia and Germany. He was a stanch 
Democrat of the old Jeffersonian school. and the first 
eminent writer to vive the histor v of this country from 
the standpoint of one who believed in the principles on 
which the Government was founded. and his work 
ranks to-day as the standard history of the United 


States. 6 cana ee anit . 


R. DAVIES LECTURE.—There should be a 
large attendance at the Club House of the Man-: 

hattan Single Tax Club to-morrow (Thursday) evening, 
to listen to the address of Mr. Julian T. Davies on the 
taxation of personal property. Mr. Davies is a well- 
known lawyer and Republican protectionist who is quite 
active in party affairs. He is, of course, opposed to 
the Single Tax. but he sees the folly and unfairness of the 
vain attempt to tax personal property, and urges its 
abandonment. In any effort looking to this end he will 
he earnestly supported by all Single Tax men, and it 
may be that some practicable way of pressing such a 
movement can he devised that wil have a good effect on 
State legislation. Thousands of those who repudiate 
and eondemn our ideas are in favor of Jevving all local 
taxes on real estate. That once accomplished. it would 
not take long to make people see the propriety of abolish- 
ing the taxes on improvements that retard building 
operations and make house rent higher than it need he, 


RISH POLITICS.—There 1s really nothing new mm 
the Irish situation. Parnell is once more actively 
engaged.in stirring up dissension, and the fatal folly of 
postponing the inevitable open and determined tight 
against him is still delayed, apparently through the 
influence of O'Brien. who has failed te comprehend 
the character ef the selfish and unserupulous 
politician with whom he — has carry- 
ing on vain negotiations, The delay tends to slien- 
ate the English Liberals. who have shown already 
their sense of the need of an English issue, by taking 
steps towards a demand for manhood suffrage and the 
abolition of privileges now enjoved by landlords who 
cast several votes. 
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ABBETT Ss M ESS AGE, — Governor 

Abbett’s message, sent last week to the New 
Jersey Legislature, gives an exhaustive account of the 
‘State’s finances and devotes much attention to the sub- 
ject of taxation. He calls attention to the report of the 
Special Commission appointed to investigate the sub- 


| 


amendment of existing laws. He recommends that 
any act passed shall ** provide for the valuation of land. 
and the improvements thereon separately. for the rea- 
sons recommended by the conmission. He also advises 
the creation of a State Board of Assessors, with power 
to revise and change local assessments. and authorized 
to remove assessors Who persistenly refuse. to perform 
their duty and appoint others in their places. This 
May prove to be the true solution of the undervala- 
tion problem. 


LEGISLATOR ARRESTED.—F. P. Demarest. a 

member of the Legislature for this State. is 
charged with forgery, and he is said to have confessed 
his guilt. He has returned the money obtained fraudu- 
Jently. and may or may not be prosecuted. He has 
gone to Albany to take part in the election of a United 
States Senator. Quite an outery has been raised on 
this account by some of the daily papers. What would 
they have the man do? He has, apparently. betrayed 
one trust. Ought he. on that account. to betray 
another’ The people of this State last November 
elected enough Democrats to the Assembly to give that 
party a majority of two on joint ballot. and thus assure 
the election of a Democrat to the United States Senate. 
Mr. Demarest was one of the Democrats thus elected. 
Had the people of bis district even supposed him to be 
a forger they would have nominated and elected some 
one ¢lse. Because their representative has since been 
found out, ought their verdict in favor of a change in this 
State's representation in the Senate to be set aside and 
nullified 2) Certainly not. This man is bound to resign 
unless he can clear himself of the charge brought 
against him; but he would only add to his criminality 
Lif he refused. in advance of trial. to give effect to the 
expressed will of his constituents in this important. 
Inatter. 


GFX ATORIAL NOMINATIONS.—The Republicans ~ 
of Tlmois have nominated ex-Governor Oglesby to a 
succeed Charles B. Farwell as Senator from that State. 
Of course this is a mere complimentary nomination 
unless the two or three farmer members, who hold the 
balance of power on joint ballot. determine to defy the 
expressd wishes of the State. ahd the known desires of 
the people who elected them, ard vote against Governor 
Palmer, who will necessarily be the Deniweratic candi- 
date. In Oregon the Republicans have renominated 
Senator Mitehell. who used to be known as * Hipple- 
Mitchell.” and wha is the tool of the railroad company » 
that governs Oregon. The Californians have done 
better than this, and actually re-elected Senator Stan-_ 
ford. Itis a good deal better to have a railway boss. 
openly in the Senate than to have there « man whe is 
merely the secret tool of such a bess. S 


JHE NEW HAMPSH IRE THIEVES.—That body 

- of beneficiaries of theft, which now calls itself th 

New Hampshire e Legislature, has nominated Dr. Jacob 
( Gallinger for United States Senator to succeed Henry 
W. Blair. Dr. Gallinger is bitterly hated by William 
E. Chandler, the engineer and architect of the theft by 
which the former profits, and Chandler is represented 
as very angry over the result. Gallinger is evidently _ 
no better, however, than his hated rival, and he has 2 










evidently learned nothing from recent events. 
speech accepting the caucus nomination he commended 
the McKinley tariff law and declared himself in favor 
of a national supervision of elections. He will sit in 
the Senate as a usurper. misrepresenting a people who 
have voted against the opinions expressed by him. 
There is something wrong with the rules of that budy 
if a way cannot be found. eventually, to unseat him. 
Fraud vitiates all titles, and the fraud which put this 
- recipient of stolen property in this place is su manifest 
that no one can doubt it. The comic papers and sight- 
seers at the Capitol will lament the loss of Blair in the 
“Senate. It will be an irreparable one. unless. through 
some accident. the Republicans obtain control of the 
_ New York Legislature and elect Elliot F. Shepard. 
















EBRASKA’S TROUBLES.—The Supreme Court 

of Nebraska has allowed ex-Governor Thayer to 
‘file a quo-warranto petition citing Governor Bovd to 
~ show cause why he should not vacate his office. -* How- 
ever.” the court continues. “we recognize Jas. E. Bovd 
as the legal Governor of Nebraska and all the State 
departments do likewise. We would advise the ex- 
Governor to quietly and peaceably submit to the 
Governor, as it will do him no good to further resist.” 
In spite of this direct mandate Thayer atempted to hold 
the office and refused to surrender his rooms to his 
-guccessor. A number of State officials proceeded to the 
Capitol and gave him notice that if be did net move 
“hey would move him. Thereupon he moved. In this 
whole period of usurpations. successful and otherwise. 
there has practically been none more audacious than 
that of this man, Thayer, who proposed. in defiance of the 
count of the Legislature and the mandate of the 
‘Supreme Court, to decide for himself that he was 
Gevernor and continue to hold the office despite the 
popular verdict. 
















SINGLE TAX ASSESSOR.—The Democrats vf 

Binghamton have nominated John H. Blakeney 
fer City Assessor, Mr. Blakeney is a well-known 
Single Tax man. and if elected he will doubtless go as 
far toward assessing vacant land at its true value as the 
law and public opinion will permit. It is to be pre- 
sumed that a knowledge of this fact. led the Democrats 
to nominate him. = ** [¢ gues.’ 












AXING PERSON INAL PROPERTY.—The commit- 
tee on legislation of the Real Estate Exchange 
held its first meeting lagt week, and the president. 
George R. Read. in his opening address. discussed rapid 
transit and other questions likely to affect the price of 
neal estate. He also said that it was to be expected 
that bills looking to the taxation of mortgages and per- 
sonal property would be introduced as usual, and that 
the effect of such taxation would be to drive away 
from our city capital and business. and thereby ulti- 
mately injure the value of real estate. He hoped that 
the committee would be as successful in defeating: such 
proposals this vear as it had been in the past. The 
intelligent real estate owner who expects to improve 
land that he holds is beginning to see the folly of taxing 
personal property as plainly as du the Single Taxers. 
— He is not likely. perhaps. to become more than a Single 
Tax man limited, but that far he is in time sure to 
come. 


R. THURBER’S “LETTER. — Captain Codman 

hits hard. and that his blows are felt is shown 
by Mr. F. B. Thurber’s foulish ** stop my paper” letter 
printed elsewhere. The tribute that F. B. pays to the 
patriotism of his brother. H. K.. is touching. Nobody 
doubts the patriotism of either of the noted brothers. 
They have managed to identify it so closely with their 
well advertised business that it is understuod by all 
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men. But, if F. B. were as honest as he is patriotic, he 
would not try to confuse the pending subsidy bill with 
@ measure to pay a fair price for carrying the mails by 
established lines of steamers. However, it is not worth 
while to comment at length on the utterances of a man 
who exposes his own mental weakness as Mr. Thurber 
does. when he tells how Peter Cooper changed his 
belief in the propriety of permitting Americans to buy 
ships abroad. Any man who had the slightest concep- 
tion of the processes of trade would have told the old 
gentleman that the Englishmen were not contemplating 
making us a present of any ships. but they would 
doubtless demand good raw material on whieh Ameri- 
‘an labor had been expended in exchange for any ves- 
sels they sent us. Mr. Thurber says that it seemed to 
him “that the whole doctrine of protection was 
summed up in those few words” of Mr. Cooper's. So it 
seems to us: and yet they were words of foolishness 
that ought not to deceive a school boy capable of swap- 
ping a top for a jack-knife and understanding that he 
Was no poorer for thus obtaining the thing he wanted. 





ore D SINGLE TAXERS.—The Providence Tele- 
vram has printed a series of letters discussing the 
Single Tax question. and it declares that they have 
‘alled forth no letters from correspondents such as 

usudly come in when a question of public interest is. 
discussed in its columns. Jt naturally concludes that 
the people of Rhode Island are indifferent to the subject. 
Nevertheless. there are a good many Single Taxers ‘in 
the State. and one of two things is certain: either they 
do not see the Telegram, or they are lamentably lacking 
in zeal for the principles they profess. 


PPAXING FOREIGN CAPITAL. — The Indiana 
House of Representatives has passed a resolution 
proposing that Indiana shall co-operate with Illinois. 
Michigan. Wisconsin, Towa, Kansas. Ohiv, Kentucky 
and Pennsylvania in an inquiry as to how much cap- 
ita] is loaned in these States. with a view to taxing such 
-apital. “The resolution includes the other States named, 
because it has dawned on the Indianians that if one 
State begins taxing such capital, alone, the lending 
companies will withdraw from that State. It seems to — 
us this ought to recommend the scheme. We take it 
for granted that the States that are trying to tax cap-— 
ital find they have too much of it and want to drive it 
away. If this be the case action by a single State is 
sure to be more effective than joint action by a treaty 
between several States. which may perhaps be found 
violative of the Federal G uistitution. Pos 








EEPENING THE HUDS¢ N. 
inission gave a hearing at Albany recently to per- — 
sous interested in a proposal to deepen the Hudson — 
river from Coxsackie to Albany or Troy, so that ocean- | 
going vessels may reach those cities. Mayor Manning. 
of Albany. said that an ocean-going steamship can be 
loaded at that city for SAae less than in New York. 
Ex- Assemblyman Youngman of the same place showed 
the advantage of transferring canal-boat cargoes to ocean 
steamers at Albany. and declared that the present facili-. 
ties inthis State are inadequate to the task of transport- 
ing the products of the West to the sea-board. All of 
the speeches made were in favor of the proposition. Of 
course, it is manifest that the same arguments that jus- 
tify the original construction of the Erie Canal apply te 
any proposal to facilitate intercourse between the inter- 
ior and the sea-board. Martin T. Townsend, of Troy. 
insisted that the proposed improvement should be 
extended to that city. so as to connect with the Cham- 
plain Canal as well as the Erie. So long as the existing | 
methods continue. this proposal has a better claim on 
the Federal Government than almost any other. It will 
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be noticed, however, that the men urging it are not the 

producers of the crops, the removal of which to the sea- 
board the improvement is expected to facilitate. It is 
the land owners of Albany and Troy who are chiefly 
interested in this improvement. If we had a rational 
system of taxation, which gave back to the public the 
annual value of improvements made by: the public, 
there would not be any reason at all for calling on the 
Federal Government to improve a water way lying 
wholly in the State of New York. This State could 
easily afford the expenditure, since the increased annual 
values of land in the neighborhoods benefited would 
abundantly pay for making the needed improvement. 





ITIZEN’S ALLIANCE.—This is the name of a new 
organization just formed in Kansas, by delegates 
from three hundreed cities who met in secret session at 
Topeka. A press despatch says that ‘* the new organi- 
zation will bear the same relation to towns and cities 
that the Farmers’ Alliance bears to the country.” The 
movement is evidently one to unite the interests of all 
producers and, whatever hope it may offer of wise or 
unwise action, it is a significant sign of the times and 
shows that the people are *‘ getting together” to fight 
the monopolists. They may not fight them wisely, but 
that will come later on. The important thing now is 
that they intend to fight them. 


REAL ESTATE AGENT'S ARGUMENT.—In 
another column we print the reply of Mr. Cyrille 
Carreau, a real estate broker, to the Manhattan Single 
Tax Club’s open letter to Tax Commissioner Coleman 
on the undervaluation of real estate. Coming from a 
man whose business depends even more obviously than 
other people’s on the constant exchange, improve- 
ment, selling and hiring of real estate, Mr. Carreau’s 
defence of the under-assessment of the men who hold 
land vacant and idle seems to be unselfish, and in that 
respect highly deserving of commendation. But his 
position, that the man who buys a lot, holds it vacant 
‘and allows the space (for air and other benefits) to be 
used by the residents of the location,” is ** a public 
benefactor,” has‘a refreshing originality rarely found 
in anti-Single Tax arguments. On the whole, we think 
Mr. Carreau’s letter speaks best for itself and needs no 
comment: in fact, we are not quite sure that the whole 
thing is not a delicious bit of irony and that Mr. Car- 
reau is really a Single Taxer at heart. In any case we 
are sure that his letter will help to strengthen the 
Single Tax movement. 


A FOOLISH PAPER.—The St. Louis Post-Dis- 

patch has evidently learned nothing from the 
ane ae id discussion of the question of taxation. It 
admits that the present system is unscientific and unjust 
and imposes unequal burdens. Taxation, it says, falls 
almost entirely upon real estate and live stock, imple- 
ments and products of industry and doves not touch 
incomes or inheritances, while it “fails to reach those 
forms of personal property which constitute the vast 
wealth of the usurers and plutocrats.”. The Pust- 
Dispatch, however, insists that it does not follow that 
the bad system of personal property taxation can be 
improved by abolishing such taxes. It declares that 
the demand of the Chicago papers for entire exemption 
from what they call the ‘‘odious and unjust personal 
property tax” is ‘* progress toward Henry George's Sin- 
gle Tax idea.” which it declares ‘‘simply means the 
imposition of the whole revenue burden upon land and 
labor, upon renters and the consumers of the earth's 
annual products.” Such a system, it says, would make 
the poorest laborer as big a tax-payer as the biggest 
capitalist. We hope that the Post-Dispatch will take 
the trouble to explain how a tax on land values is going 


to fall on labor. The vast majority of laborers are now 
renters of land, with the possible exception of farmers, 
most of whom pay the equivalent of rent in interest on 
mortgages. As the landlords are now obtaining from 
such people every penny that can be exacted through 
competition for the use of land, we think it will bother 
the St. Louis paper to show how the taking of a portion, 
or even the whole, of this rent, through taxation, is 
going to enable the landlord to charge any more, and 
thus shift the tax. 


TATE OWNERSHIP OF LAND.—James A. Brad- 
ley, the founder of Asbury Park, is going to sell 
the whole of the beach there to the town for $150,000. 
He says he could have obtained a larger sum for it, but 
he has accepted Henry George’s theory and wants the 
town to become the owner of the property. He does 
not, however, intend to sell the rest of his land, as he 
cannot become a martyr to the cause and undertake, 
all alone, to inaugurate the process of transferring land 
to the State, though he thinks the State ought to own 
the land. If Mr. Bradley understood the Single Tax 
theory fully he would tind that individual action in the 
line indicated is not required and that it is not necessary 
or even desirable that the State shall “own” the land. 
The George theory contemplates permanent private 
possession, conditioned on the payment to the State of 
the value of the opportunity thus held by an individual. 
The best thing that » man like Mr. Bradley can do is to 
use any surplus income he drives from land-holding 
toward aiding the movement that will give to the pub- 
lic the income derived from land. 


OW TO GET IMMIGRANTS.— Virginia wants 
immigrants. According to the annual report of 
its Commissioner of Agriculture, there are in the State 
fifteen million acres of land suitable for cultivation, 
which is not tilled. The report says: "Such property is 
a burden to the owner, for while he gets no benefit, he 
has to pay taxes upon it each vear.” Most of this land 
is said to be for sale at low prices, and the Board of 
Agriculture wilt shortly discuss the ways and means to 
ge* immigrants who have money to come to Virginia 
and buy farms. If the Legislature of Virginia will 
alter the State tax laws so as to slightly increase the taxa- 
tion on these Jands held out of use. immigrants will 
probably be able to obtain them without paying other 
people for the privilege. and the State will he benefitted 
by the accession of sturdy workmen who can employ 
what little money they have in stocking and improving 
the farms they will thus obtain. All legislation to induce 
men to go into a State and buy lands that other men 
are holding out of use have about them a flavor of land - 
speculation that drives away intending immigrants. 
FOHE OLEOMARGARINE TAX.—A few years ago 
“ the farmers were clamorous for an internal — 
revenue duty on oleomargarine, hoping thereby to cur- 
tail the production of this substitute for butter. The 
result has been the very opposite of that expected by 
the farmers. Deputy-Collector Landengren, at Chicago, 
announces that S61.000, the largest sum on record, was 
paid as a tax on cleomargarine manufactured in that 
city during December. The tax has failed to make the 
substance as costly as good butter. and the demand eon- 
tinues, while the people who use cleomargarine not only 
pay the tax but are deprived of all advantage resulting 
from competition in its manufacture. The working of 
the law has given the whole business over into the 
hands of monupolists. This is almost universally the 
result of such legislation, but if the new Farmers’ 


party can have its way the statute books will doubtless 
be burdened with legislation of the kind. and the folly 
will be persisted in until wiser economic views prevail. 
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‘HE SPEECH OF INGALLS.—The remarkable 
speech of Senator Ingalls. of Kansas. a brief abstract 
ef which is printed elsewhere. simply shows that the 
recent elections, and especially the failure of his own 
party to retain political control of the State of Kansas, 
have demonstrated ty at least one keen politician the 
final overthrow of the policy to which he has been 
wedded, and taught him that the hope to political 
success depends on the recognition of living issues 
instead of in appeals to past prejudices. Though he is 
himself a man without any military record, the senior 
Kansas Senator has been the most blatant of the dema- 
gegues who have sought to retain power by appeals to 
the passions and prejudices aroused by the civil war, 
He makes a slight attempt to maintain an appearance 
of consistency with the past. by pretending that the 
liberty-destroving Furee bill is an honest attempt to 
remedy acknowledged evils in the South. though he 
confesses that it is an utterly inadequate remedy. 

From this on, his speech was a new departure. His 
description of the growth of the money power from the 
fgme when there was ‘neither poverty or riches” in 
mr country, and his denunciation of the unequal dis- 
tribution of the wealth created by all. was eloquent and 
trathful, but it gave evidence that Mr. Ingalls had long 
been acquainted with the facts he now states so strongly. 
The questions. therefore, arise. ** Why has he so long 
ignored them’ Why has be so persistently sought to 
thrust such ixsues aside and subsitute for them the 
dead issues of twenty vears ago? Why has he per- 
sistently sought the reputation of the most radical of 
the leaders of the party that has been the tool of 
moenopolists in imposing burdens on the poor for the 
purpose of increasing the disproportionate wealth of 
the rich “There is one simple and sufficient answer to 
these questions, The Republicans cannot elect a Sen- 
ator from Kansas. and the new People’s party. repre- 
senting new issues and ignoring old prejudices, can. 

The speech also affords evidence that the Kansas 
Senator has learned something else. He took occasion 
in the begiuning to declare that his former declaration 
that “the purification of politics is an iridescent 
dream.” and that * the Decalogue and the golden rule 
have no place ina political campaign.” was not intended 
to inculcate a doctrine but to describe a condition. 

What he then said (May 2) was as follows ; 

The purification of politivs is an iridescent dream. Government is force. 
Politics is a battle for supremacy. Parties are the armies. The Decalogue 
wad the golden rale have no place in a political campaign. The object is 
wuccess. To defeat the antagonist and expel the party in power is the pur- 
— pose. Inwar it is lawful to@eceive the adversary. to hire Hessians, to 
purchase mercenaries. to mutate, to kill, to destroy. The commander 
who lost a battle through the activity of his moral nature would be the 
derision and jest of history This modern cant about the corruption of 


politics is fatiguing in the extreme. It proceeds from the tea-custard and 
yllabab dilettanteism. the frivolous and desultory sentimentaliem of 


No one who reads the last two sentences will give him 
any credit for his recent disclaimer. He net only 
described a condition, but he denounced as ** cant.” 
which he found * fatiguing in the extreme.” the demand 
of decent people for a lane ge in that condition. and 
declared that such a demand proceeded only from ‘* tea- 
custard and syilabub dilettanteism.” and © frivolous 
and desultory sentimentalism.” His attempt at a dis- 
claimer merely shows that. in the insolence of power. he 
uttered audacious sentiments that he now fears will 
injure his political prospects. and he therefore tries to 
explain away that which. had his own position remained 
unchanged. he would have gloried in. His declaration. 
vas it originally stood. was the key-note of his party's 
legislation and of Reed's rule. and it is encouraging to 
find that the most outspoken expuunder of criminal 
politics has discovered that there is such thing as a con- 
science in public affairs, which, when aroused. still 
cares for the Decalogue and the — rus 








— 


Otherwise the speech has no significance ee as a 
bid for Granger votes, and a sign that clever rascals 
understand that if they are to continue in public life 
they must pretend to serve the public and cease to be 
the open agents of the monopolists and other oppressors 
of the people. If it has any effect on the majority in 
the Kansas Legislature, it will show that the indignant 
people of that State have chosen to fight their battles 
men either tov stupid to go abroad without guardians, 


or knaves who are anxious for a pretext for selling 


their votes. 


ILL FOR SENATOR.—It was probably inevitable _ 


that Governor Hill should be chosen as Senator 
from this State to sueceed Mr. Evarts. Nothing could 
have prevented it but his refusal to take the place, and 
he had the good sense to see that it would not serve his 
own interests to refuse. If the alternative was the election 
of Smith M. Weed. an avowed protectionist. there is 
some reason for satisfaction in Mr. Hill’s election, for 
whether he has anv well-grounded opinions on economic 
questions or not, he is not the kind of man to long 
resist the steady drift of his party's sentiment toward 
free trade. 

For another reason Mr. Hill's election will prove 
advantageous. As Governor of this State his affiliations 
and influence have been on the side of the tendencies 
that drag down our politics—tendencies that exalt the 


machine and make political principle a matter of little 


consideration. It was his regard for politicians of the 
baser sort that led him to resist ballot reform so stren- 
uously. and to mutilate the measure finally passed, after 
he no longer dared resist public opinion in the matter. 
His friends deny that Mr. Hill purposely sold out Mr. 
Cleveland in Isss, but none of them dare deny that it 
was Hill's allies and supporters, the liquor dealers, who 


accomplished that result, and their treachery to his — 


party's Presidential candidate has never interrupted for 
one moment their intimate relations with the beneficiary 
of that treachery, who holds the office of Governor, as 
the result of a deal that elected Harrison President. 
The man who engages in such polities can only retain 
popularity so long as he retains the power to reward 
allies and punish deserters—unless he has some higher 
qualifies. 

Mr. Hill’s friends claim that he has such qualities. 
The New York Sun especially lauds him as a great 
statesman. If he has any ability for other ‘‘states- 
manship” than that which ealls forth the fatal favor of 
the wickedest man of the nineteenth century, he will 
now have a chance to show it. He will hold a seat in 
a body where States are measured as well as men, and 
he will enter it as the successor of one who is a 
physical and mental wreck, with a stupid man as his 
colleague. The circumstances are favorable, and 
we shall be ylad to see the new Senator 
develop the qualities that he has failed to 
display as Governor. We shall be glad, indeed, tu 
see him develop into a really great man, but we cannot 
honestly say that we expect him to throw Carlisle, 
Gray. Vance or any other conspicious Democrat into 
the shade during his six years’ stay in the Senate. 

Mr. Hill intends to hold on to the Governorship until 
he enters on his duties as Senator. This is hardly 
respectable. but. respectability has never been a fad of 
his. and nothing else could have been expected. His 
acceptance of this plan merely shows that he appreciates 
the situation and understands that he cannot afford even 
au moment's interruption of his hold on official place, 


Nevertheless his power as Governor will soon end, and, 
having no patronage at his disposal, he will ‘obtain no | 


power over politics in this State as Senator. His 
Presidental pretentions were always prepostrous, but 
his ability to bedevil the situation and to compel his 
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machine to misrepresent the honest sentiment of the 
New York Democracy in the next National Conven- 
tion will be far less at Washington than it would 
have been at Albany. Deprived of the power to do 
wrong, and under the influence of better surroundings, 
Mr. Hill may come to see the error of his ways. 
When he gives evidence of the high qualities that a 
Senator ought to possess THE STANDARD will gladly 
commend him as freely as it has condemned his con- 
duct as Governor. 


HE FORCE BILL.—‘ Put not your faith in 
princes,” and especially in “‘merchant princes,” would 
seem to be the lesson taught those who regarded Vice- 
President Morton as a man to be depended on to pre- 
vent the success of the desperate scheme to overthrow 
free elections in America by the passage of the Force bill. 
As we go to press the Senate is doubtless debating the 
proposition of Aldrichto establish gag law. in order that 
the Force bill may be passed, and the conspirators are 
cheerfully confident that Vice-President Morton will 
violate the usages of a century, the rules of the 
Senate and his own official oath to assist them in 
their revolutionary attempt to enact a gag law through 
the arbitrary application of the gag before the rule is 
adopted. Mr. Hoar was unsuccessful in his attempt to 
force a vote on the Elections bill by a continuous 
session. and hence this revival of the other measure. 
The remarkable thing about both these revolutionary 
attempts is that they are led by men, both of whom 
could doubtless be put to flight by a small boy with a 
pea-shooter: but who are filled with this protection-of- 
the-police courage that enables such men to pose as 
violent revolutionists when there are no guns about. 
The struggle may be ended before this issue of THE 
STANDARD reaches its readers. If it results as Aldrich 
and Hoar desire, it ought to put an end forever to any 
talk about * non-partisanship” by those professing to 
be on the side of the people in their battle against 
monopoly. Here we have a discredited party, beaten 
at the polls as no party ever before was beaten. vet 
daring to use an accidental power, left in its hands by an 
unwise provision of the Federal Constitution, to openly 
defy the expressed will of the people. It dares to devise 
schemes for stifling free discussion and applying to the 
Senate the methods used by Reed in the House. for the 
purpose of passing the most infamous measure ever 
presented to the Legislature of any civilized State—a 
measure to appoint election ofticers for life from a single 
political party and to make an appropriation running 
for fifteen years to continue them in power in defiance 
of the will of the people. | 
The Democratic party, as THE STANDARD has freely 
said, has its faults and many of them. but it ean be 
depended on, for the present at least. to resist such 
efforts as these, and if would simply be madness for 
‘any friend of popular government to fail te reeognize 
this fact. Before there is any hope fora real forward 
movement in behalf of the people against the monopol- 
ists and trusts, the Republican party, which is trying to 
hold power everywhere in the face of defeat. must Le 
trampled in the dust and stamped out of existence asa 
factor in American politics. It has proven itself unfit 
to perform a part in civilized government. It is a 
revolutionary and lawless combination of the agents 





and servants of trusts and: monopolies who are trying | 


to lead a misguided minority to ruin and to defy the 
will of a confessed majority of our people. Every force 
that is arrayed against it is for the time being a useful 
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force, and, as the chief of such forces, the Demoeratie ‘ 
party deserves the earnest support of every true friend - 
of liberty and justice until these conspirators against 


popular government are driven from the places they 
disgrace. 


CON ee struggle against seating the 

public officers chosen by the people will be con- 
tinued in Connecticut this week. The Republican 
special committee was to make its report to the Repub- 
lican House yesterday, but we shall not know the result 
when this issue goes to press. It is Known, however, 
that the committee has gone behind the returns of the 
regularly constituted electon officers and that it will 
report that the Democratic candidates for Govenor and 
Treasurer did not receive a majority of the votes cast. 
As the other Democratic candidates for State offices 
received unquestioned majorities ranging from 300 to 
1,600 it hardly seems possible that their rights can be 
disputed. Inthe other cases, if the thing in dispute were. 


the respective votes for two opposing candidates the 


action of the Republicans would not be open to harsh 
criticism: but. as the Democratic candidates had a large 
plurality over the Republican candidates, the effort to 
declare no election in order that a candidate, unques- 
tionably defeated by the people. may be elected by the 
Legislature excites wrath and disgust. 

The Democratic Senate has already declared the 
Democratic candidates elected and they have taken the 
oath of office. It is expected that the Republicans of 
the two houses will meet in a so-called joint session and 
“elect” the defeated Republican candidates Governor 
and Treasurer. Governor Bulkeley will refuse to recog- 
nize the action of this pseudo convention as he has 
already refused to recognize the action of the Senate in 
which the House did not participate. and he will mag- 
nanimously retain the place himself. as «a conspicuous 
evidence of the break down of popular government in 
the Nutmeg State. He will keep out not only the 
Democrat who received the votes of a large plurality 
of the people. but the Republican candidate whom the 
Republicans preterred to himself. Thus we shall see as 
Governor the one man in Connecticut that everybody 
voted they did not want to be Governor, 











ONSTITUTION TINKERING.—Mr. Loughlin has — 
introduced in the State Senate two resolutions te — 
amend the constitution of this State. They substantially 
prov?le that members of the Assembly shall hereafter be 
elected for two years. State Senators for four vears, and 
that the terms of Governor and State officers shall like- 
wise be fur four yegrs. The telegraphic summary of 
the bill does not make tt very clear when the Governor 
and State officers are te de elected. but the bill provides 
that the tirst Senators to serve four years shall be eleeted 
in 1806, which is a presidential year. This is a mistake. 
The State officers and Senators should be elected in those 
even years in which there is no presidential election : 
that is, in P84, 1898 and so on. Then. every two years, 
we should have one election at which presidential elee- 
tors. Congressmen and members of Assembly shall be 
chosen, and two vears later we shall vote for Governor, 
Senators, Congressmen and members of Assembly. This 
will call out a large vote at every election. and it will 
sunder State Interests from National interests. so far as 
that may be done while State and National elections are 
held on the same day. . 

Senator Loughlin further proposes that after the year 
1806 no elaction in any city. town or village shall be 
held in any even year. All municipal officers shall be 
chosen for two vers or a longer term. but the terms 
shall never be so fixed as to necessitate an election in the 
same year in) which members of Assembly are chosen. 
The plan briefly stated is that the people of this State 
shall vote on strictly local affairs each odd year. and for 
State or National officers, and for representatives in Con- 
gress and Assembly, every even year. This tends te 
solve the problem of separating local affairs from ordi- 
hary party polities. while permitting people to vote at 


_the time to which they are accustomed. and which 
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experience shows to be the best time for holding elec- 
tions. | 

There is. however. one fatal objection to Senator 
Loughlin’s proposition. An attempt by the Legislature 
to amend the constitution is an open confession of 
criminal defiance of the expressed will of the people of 
this State that ought to arouse public indignation. No 
legislator has a right tu even think of tinkering the 
existing constitution after the people. in their sovereign 
capacity, have declared by an enormous majority that 
they desire the calling of a constitutional convention. 
Senator Loughlin’s scheme has much to commend it, but 
the place to present it) ix to the convention called to 
frame a new consiilu. ion in accordance with {)— pcople’s 
demand. 


LXNOLD MORTGAGES.—Howard L. Smith, of St. 

Paul. Minn.. ina jetter to the Evening Post. of this 
city discussing the proposed silver legislation, says that 
probably 9 per cent. of the farm mortgages in this 
country are negotiated by banks or by corporations 
organized for that specific purpose. and it has long 
been the custom of Jenders through these agencies to 
make the mortgage debt, both principal and interest. 
payable in gold. Mr. Smith thinks it probable that 
nearly 75 per cent. of the mortgage indebtedness of this 
country is thus made payable in gold. though probably 
not one farmer in fifty is aware of the fact. So long as 
all the various kinds of currency in use were inter- 
convertible at par, payment in any one of them was 
accepted as a compliance with the contract: but, says 
Mr. Smith: ** Once Jet the impending silver standard 
be reached. and gold rise to 120 or thereabouts, and 
these thrifty people who are now so anxious to have 
their delyts scaled down by act of Congress. will awake 
to the fact that they have been scaled ay instead of 
down, We can imagine the maledictions of the 
“honest * granger lover of ‘cheap money” as he 
passes over one hundred and twenty dollars in’ silver to 
pay an installment of one hundred dollars interest in 
gold.” 

Mr. Smith finds a certain grim satisfaction in the 
situation. and says that if the farmer were the 
only sufferer it would be poetic justice * * * to let 
him find out for himself that honesty is the best policy.” 
but the possibility that others would be involved in 
disaster leads him to think that it may he wise to throw 
an obstacle in the way of silver legislation by offering 
“anargument even to the cupidity of the dishonest.” 
Does Mr. Smith regard the process he describes as 
strictly honest and honorable He himself says that 
probably not 50 per cent. of the makers of these gold 
mortgages understood the nature of the contract they 
signed. Does he imagine that this ignorance is acci- 
dental > Does he doubt that the agents of the banks 
and mortgage companies took pains not to explain to 
the borrowers the exact terms of thecontract ? Are the 
farmers not likely, when the demand for gold is made, 
to raise a cry that fhey have been fooled and swindled. 

One of the most amazing things in modern life is the 
serene reliance on Jaw by men who take a strange satis- 
faction in infuriating the men who ultimately make and 
unmake laws. The present condition of mind among 
the farmers of this country is one that bodes ill to many 
consecrated abuses and perhaps to some _ established 
rights. The great mass of people are becoming dis- 
tressed and restless. Farmers and laborers are begin- 
ning to see that the producers have been cheated out of 
their product. There is a growing feeling among them 
that they are the victims of an ill defined but all power- 
ful something that they call “the money power.” They 
feel that this power controls legislation and they think 
that it owns the courts. They are looking around for 
_vemedies and they are ever ready to accept crude plans 
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and foolish doctrines. Precedent has little weight with 
them. and the angrier they become the less they are 

Mr. Smith may view with complacency the pros- 
pect of the defeat of these people’s hopes and an 
increase of their burdens when they are expecting them 
to he materially lightened. THE Sranparp, as the 
advocate of the steady and gradual removal of abuses, 
one at atime. until justice shall be re-established, does 
not share Mr. Smith's cheerful confidence, It does not 
look forward with complacency to the time when the 
demand is made on our impoverished farmers for the 
fulfillment. to the letter, of the contracts they have 
unwittingly made through signing these gold mortgages. 
inclined to listen to professed counsels of reason and 
prudence. 


P | 
PPRUsts TRIUMPHANT.—The sugar trust is dead 

and the American Sugar Refining Company, its 
son and heir, will earry on the monopoly business at 
the old stand. This is the final result of all the 
vigorous proceedings in the courts of this State against 
a deliberate conspiracy to increase prices and restrain 
trade. The trust was practically a combination of all 
the sugar refining corporations in| New York and its 
vicinity to regulate prices and eontrol production. It 
Was regarded as a combination in violation of the law 
against monopolies and the Attorney-General of New 
York, to test the matter. brought suit against the North 
River Sugar Refining Company. one of the parties to 
the combination. The result was that the contention 
of the Attorney-General was sustained and the charter 
of the defendant company forfeited. This decision was 
affirmed by the General Term. whereupon an appeal 
Was taken to the Court of Appeals. The latter court, 
savs the counsel of the trustees, recognized that ‘ what- 
ever restrictions there may be as to a number of per- 
sons entering into an agreement in restraint of trade, 
those persons may unite all their interests in a corpora- 
tion and he within the law.” 

This made the matter one of easy settlement. Dun- 
éan Cameron. of Brooklyn. having by suit interfered 
with the smooth working of the trust, those concerned 
went across the river to New Jersey and formed the 
American Sugar Refining Company, to which each sep- 
arate company in the combination sold its plant. 
Hereafter that company will run what factories it sees 
fit and shut down others as its own interests may dic- 
tate, and there is apparently no power in the State of 
New York or in the Government of the United States 
that can seriously question the rights of those con- 
cerned to maintain thetr monopoly in this fashion. 
How do the advocates of regulative and paternal legis- - 


lation like the outlook ? 
[THE ADIRONDACK PARK.—The New York 
Herald charges that Theodore B. Basselin, one of 

the three members of the ‘state Forest Commission, is — 
a stockholder and trustee in the Beaver River Lumber 
Company, and that he has strong private interests 
which lead him to scheme for a curtailment of the 
limits of the proposed Adirondack Park. The other 
commissioners are Sherman W. Knevals, lawyer, of 
this city. and Townsend Cox. Both the last named, 
the Herald says, are in favor of the preservation of the 
whole forest region of the Adirondacks by making it a 
State park, but that Knevals is under the influence of 
Basselin and votes with him, while Cox is a genial old 
gentleman who finds occupation and amusement with a 
deer park, the Catskills, and pays little attention to the 
other business of the commission. The Herald pub- 
lishes a map showing the limits of the State park pro- 
posed by the commissioners and those of the whole 
forest region. It calls the region indicated the ‘‘Con- 
spirators’ Park,” and says that compared with the whole. 
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region that should be included, if the forests are to be 
‘properly preserved, it is like a postage stamp on an 
envelope. It seems tv us that these charges are made 
with sufficient particularity to demand a careful investi- 
gation by the Legislature, and such a Jegislation should 
be conducted entirely free from pet rsonal or partisan 
bias against Governor Hill, who is said to earnestly 
favor the preservation of the whole Adirondack region, 

The experience of European countries has demon- 
strated the absolute necessity for the preservation of 
forests, and there can be no doubt that the reckless 
destruction of timber in this country has had a disas- | 
trous effect on our streams, while many men of suffi- 
cient scientific reputation to command respect for their 
opinions, declare that such destruction seriously affects 
the climate. All men, outside of the small number 
interested in lumber cutting, agree that the clearing off 
of the remaining forest region of this State ought to be 
prevented, and the Legislature will fail lamentably in 
its duty to the people if steps are not taken at the 
present session to prevent further destruction. 


HAT REAL WOOL GROWERS WANT.—The 
political wool growers out in] Ohio—Delano, 
Harpster & Co.—are still clamoring for an inereased 
duty on imported wool, but the men who really raise 
wool are beginning to see that sueh duties ruin their 
business instead of helping it. We print among our 
free trade news in this issue a preamble and resolutions . 
adopted recently by the oldest. and in) many ways the 
most representative association of wool growers in this 
State. Those composing it were onee devoted to the 
protection idea, and the resolutions acknowledge this 
fact with refreshing frankness and recant erroneous 
opinions with a mantiness that cannot be too highly 
commended or too widely imitated. Nor is this all, 
These wool gruwers of Ontario and Livingston have 
uot merely discovered that protection does not protect 
them, but they have learned some pretty sound political 
economy. 

Much credit for this is doubtless due to the admirable 
cunpaign of education carried on by the Reform Club 
of this city. Last winter. under the auspices of the 
sub-committee for New York State of the elub's Tariff 


Reform Committee. sixteen meetings were held in 
Livingston and ten in Ontario, At six of these meet- 


ings joint debates were held. The speakers who took 
part in the campaign were John De Witt: Warner. Wal- 
ter 8. Logan, W. B. Estell, Everett P. Wheeler. Lind- 
ley Vinton, H. B. B. Stapler, Wm. TT. Croasdale. 
Joseph S. Havens and George P. Decker. The 
attempt to hold anti-protection meetings in’ these 
strongly Republican counties seemed to sume 
a waste of money and energy; but the good result of 
the effort is made manifest in the passage of these reso- 
lutions by an association once fully under the sway of 
the protection superstition. 

Special and more positive credit is due. however, to 
the energy, zeal and ability of one man, on the ground, 
and a member of the association. He has persistently 
preached the truth to his fellow farmers. and it was his 
address before the association that shaped the ideas and 
the very phraseology of the resolutions. That man is 
John M. Norton of East Bloomfield. In a private 
letter to the editor of THE Stanparp Mr. Norton 
attributes the change in sentiment in Ontario largely to 
the winter campaign of the Reform Club. He is doubt- 
less right, but such a campaign is chiefly effective in 
arousing interest among the people. and in giving such 
men as Mr. Norton the opportunity to follow up the 
good work thus begun. It isa pity that the Reform 
Club has not sufficient funds to enable it to make 
another Winter campaign in every county in the State. 
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EW YORK’S ASSESSMENT.—A table has been 
prepared by the tax assessors of New York City 
showing what they call the values of real estate of the 
city, for the year 1891, as compared with the values in 
iIs90, Of course, they are not the real values, for THE 
STANDARD has shown over and over again that im- 
proved real estate is assessed at about 60> per cent. or 
more of its true value. and vacant lots at 50 per cent. or 
less. The total assessed valuation for the whole city is 
$1,466,849,000, as eae with a valuation of 
$1,398,290,000 last year, showing an increase of 
S68 599 000, 
The largest inerease is in the Twe Ifth Ward, where, 
inainly on account of their criminal action in building 
houses and j improving their vacant lots, the property 


owners are assessed over ee o00,000 more than 
last year, At 2 per cent.. which will probably be 
about the tax rate, these bold individuals will be 


obliged to pay some $390,000 every year more than they 
did when their land was vacant. 

In the meantime our Federal Government is taking 
eare of the other criminals who live in the lower part of 
New York—-those timorous men who are engaged in 
exchanging the products of owr people for the products 
of other nations. Verily they, too. have their reward. 
Shall a man build a house and be fined. and another _ 
exchange canned American apples for Australian wool 
Perish the thought. MeKinleyism 
attends to all that. They pay their taxes too. : 

But the process does not stop there. All these fines 
on production and taxes on products are in the end 
paid by the people who buy the products. tn increased. 
prices—by the masses who hire and buy houses and- 
buy the bulk of the manufactured goods, 

And yet again it reacts: for the more the people pay 
the less they can buy, and the less business the builders, 
and manufacturers, and sellers have to do; and se it: 
goes, 

Now. when we all see that a single tax on ground — 
rents will not increase the price of anything, that it will. 
force idle lands into the market. and so reduce the 
price of other lands, foree Tand into use and so stimu- 
late production, force land speculators to work and so 
increase the productive forces, then we will stop this 
system of reciprocal injury, 


and not be fined 2 


——----° ~<» © @&-—-—— 
IS A TAX ON GROUND-RENT PAID BY THE TENANT? 


TL have sometimes irreverently made fun of those oppo- 
nents of the Single Tax who insist that it will be dis- 
tributed. just like a tariff tax, and, therefore, that it has 
no advantage over any indirect taxes. [fit were in the 
least likely that the chief opponents of the tax reform 
would believe this theory. we would keep silence on the 
subject. because nine-tenths of all the opposition would 
be removed, and the Single Tax would at least be adopted 
in several States. For there is no opposition to it, of 
the least importance, except for the sake of maintaining 
a protective tariff, which does not affect local taxation, 
or of distributing the burden of taxation, so that poor 
folks shall pay the most of it. 

But landlords are not so simple-minded as to be 
deceived by any such plan as this. They know very - 
well that they now charge all the rent for land which 
they could possibly get, tax or no tax. Not one of them 

‘an be persuaded that a tax ou ground-rents can ever 
be shifted upon tenants. So we must meet this idea 
with facts and figures in order to convince the tenant 
majority of the Bictdian doctrine that a tax on ground- 
rents will alw avs be paid by landlords alone. 

Suppose the ground-rent*of the United States to be 
$900,000,000, Suppose the Single Tax, unlimited, to be 
adopted ; and this is the particular form of tax which 
Mr. Edward Atkinson and the other advocates of this 
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distribution theory are considering. Something over 
SRG 000.000 would then he collected. On Mr. Atkin- 
son’stheory, the landlords would add this to their rents. 
and the tenants would add it to the prices of goods. 
Very well : then rents would be raised to $1. 70.000.000, 
Instantly the taxes would be raised to about $1.600.000- 
000, Rents are then put up to 85.500,q00,q00,— But) the 
taxes are just as quickly put up to $3.200,000,000, 
Rents are again raised to $6_.500,000,000, Taxes instantly 
swallow up $6.400.000.000, Rents are now raised to 
$13.000,000,000, But taxes as swiftly follow, absorbing 
$12,900,000,000, The all-powerful landlords once more 
raise rent to $26.400,000,400,— But. as this is more 
than twice as much as the whole productive power of 
the whole United States. how are the landlords going 
te get it? 9 And if they could get it. how can they keep 
it? 

There ix ny use in going any further. although the 
figures might be carried intu infinite mumbers. The 
idea that landlords can add to their eround-rents taxes 
on ground-rents. so long as the peuple are determined 
to take even half the ground-rents in taxes. is transpar- 
ently absurd. But the idea that they can add any taxes 
at all ty ground-rents, when they are already charging 
all the rent which they can possibly obtain, is equally 
absurd. though not perliaps quite so transparent. The 
American landlord very properly charges now all the 
rent for land which he can possibly vet. Hecan get nu 
more, if compelled to pay a quarter or a half of the 
whole of his rent in taxation, for the plain reason that 
he gets now all which he possibly can. and no man can 
get more than he can vet. 

Thomas G. SHEARMAN. 

176 Columbia Heights. Brooklyn, N.Y. 


EQUALIZING LOCAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Mr. H. NX. Starr's letter. in vour issue of December 31. 
calls attention to a question of prime importance to the 
practical details of our movement —the question of 
equalizing local assessments so far as these relate to 
State or National taxxtion. Qur main fight must be for 
some time to come against the tariff iniquity. but 
there will arise coustant opportunities for individual 
skirmishers to exert an influence upon methods of 
local taxation. opportunities which — it highly 
important should be dealt with in’ a spirit that will 
attract and net repel our less philosophic neighbors. 
because of it< Hnmediate practicability. ‘For this it is 
essential that we should come to the task equipped with 
defined conclusions as to certain matters of detail. the 
discussion of which. therefore. becomes of more than 
academic interest, One of these problems which is 
already pressing for solution upon us all as ordinary 
citizens, and not even especially as Single Tax men, is 
how to readjust our methods of assessment (upon what- 
ever levied) so as to head off the tendency toward com- 
petition amongst the various counties and towns to 
-aveid bearing any larger share than possible of State taxa- 
tien, It concerns us particularly as Single Tax men as 
heing the only important obstacle to getting at a true 
rating of land values. Wt is a problem which is coming 
more to the front too. as more attention is directed to 
subjects of taxation in general: the circular of Tax Com- 
missioner Coleman, also recently commented upon in 
THE Straxparp. being ouly a specially salient instance 
of the temper of assessors in weneral,. 

This is to under-assess. not. so much because of indi- 
vidual favoritism (though the practice undoubtedly 
leaves wider room for irregularity than would strict com- 
pliance with the law) as because it is upon these assess- 
ments that the quota of State taxation is based. It is, 
therefore. within certain limits. a much more popular 
plan to rate valuations low and make up the difference 
in the volume of local taxes by levying a_ relatively 


ts 


THE STANDARD. 


H 





VOL. IX., 48 





higher percentage of tax, than to use a lower tax rate 
on a higher valuation. Of course. such an abuse, if 
persisted in under the Single Tax would partially defeat 
the object of the reform: and the inducement to local 
wuithorities to escape some share of State taxation 
would still exist when the Single Tax had been adopted ; 
so that it would seem to be incumbent upon us in the 
interest of our cause, Wherever changes in methods of 
assessment are under discussion, to try and mould senti- 
ment so that the change decided upon will work our 
way. To this end it is necessary that we arrive at some_ 
plan of meeting this particular difficulty. after making — 
allowance for local peculiarities ; and that an agree- 
ment upon such points of detail is sometimes not pre- 
mature is also illustrated by the comment by the 
Commercial Advertiser upon its Reform Club canvass. 
that one reason of the headway being made by the 
Single Tax was that its advocates. alone among free 
traders, had any definite programme to offer. 

Of the answer to the problem I am by no means so 
sure as that an answer must be found. We cannot 
depend upon the criticism of other taxpayers to detect 
this kind of undervaluation. for those concerned to crit- 
icize do not have the requisite knowledge. except. 
vaguely : as is proven by the continual and resultless 
squabbles before the State Board of Equalization over 
this point at present. The vigilance of the classes 
who are now landless, partly by cheice and partly 
of necessity. and who will probably remain renters 
of land, though on very different terms, under any 
system. is not apt to be aroused until the abuse 
has gone so far as to develop afresh flagrant specu- 
lation in Jand. The machinery of taxation is likely 
to remain in local hands and certainly should so — 
remain, in the interest of home rule. Mr. Starr’s 
suggestion — substantially that State taxes should 
be levied on a sort of snap-shot assessment, made 
in advance of town and county assessments, and 
subject to some modification after comparison with 
them—I fear is not practicable: or. at all events, 
would not be sv regarded by the men upon whom its 
acceptance will depend. For myself. the only alterna- 
tive that T have been able to think out is as follows : 

That State taxes (and National direct taxes, so far as 
the principle could be made to apply). should not be 
levied in the form of a certain percentage of the assessed 
valuations, but rather as a stated percentage of the 
amounts actually raised in taxation by the several 
political subdivisions of which the State ix composed; 
a sort of income tax. in other words, raised by the 
State from. communal incomes instead of individual 
ones, As an example (and assuming sumewhat arbi- 
trary figures, as [have not the necessary statistics at 
hand to give them with a closer approximation to 
actual ones). let us assume that the total assessed valu- 
ation in New York State is $s.000,000,000; that the 
total State income required annually is $10,000,000; that. 
the total local income raised annually is $80,000,000; 
that of this, New York City raised annually $40,000,- 
O00, | 

The system at present would be to assess the State 
tax at the rate. of 121-2 cents on every 8100 of valu- 
ation, collecting it through local agencies, which. there- 
fore, collect ninety millions instead of eighty and hand 
over ten millions to the State officials. tive millions of 
which weuld come from New York City. According 
to the plan which I have suggested. the State would not 
assess its citizens directly even in name—it does not 
now in fact. except in a few cases, as corporation 
stocks, ete.. the city or county being the almost invari- 
able intermediary—but would assess its component 
political units, each 12 1-2 per cent, of their respective 
corporate incomes, whatever that might be. The 
volume of both local and State revenue and expendi- 











VOL. IX., 49. 





ture is doubtless constant enough for the levy to 
be calculated in advance; but any possibility of error 
here could be met by always basing the percentage 
from any given year on the local revenue of the pre- 
ceding year. Thus, if the local income for 1890 had been 
eighty millions, as above. and the State requirements 
for 1891 ten millions. its levy upon localities for 1891 
would be at 12 1-2 per cent., which they would have to 
raise in addition to their own needs for that year. Should 
the local requirements grow so that they would have to 
raise one hundred millions in’ (891 for domestic use, 
while those of the State remained stationary. the latter's 
assessment. for 1891 would be at 12 1-2 per cent. on each 
locality’s income for 1890. and its assessment for [Sv 
would fall to 10 per cent. on the local incomes for 1891, 
It does not seem as if in any case the local desire to 
escape State taxation would be sufficiently strong to 
induce local officials to keep down their own tax levies 
below what they would otherwise wish to raise. 

It is possible further, that a direct tax levied by the 
National Government on State incomes in this manner 
would not come under the constitutional provision that 
direct taxation must be in proportion to population—for 
to the lay mind there does not seem any difference in 
principle between such a tax and that on fedicidnal 
incomes, Which it has been decided does not transgress 
the constitutional inhibition, and would therefore meet 
the difficulty that we have heretofore discussed of how 
to fairly assess a National direct tax. But at least as 
far as the State lines go. it would leave the taxing 
machinery in the hands of the people. and would make 
it far easier than under our present system to remit to 
each locality the right for which we have often con- 
tended—to determine. each for itself, what should be its 
objects of taxation. 


New York City. KE. J. SHRIVER. 





NOTES AND QUERIES. 


William Woltf, formerly an active worker of the Manhattan 
Single Tax Club, is now in Germany. In a letter to Mr. Klein. of 
the club, he describes a so-called © free land” movement that is 
being vigorously pushed by a Dr. Hertzka, of Vienna. Mr. Wolff 
heard that free land societies were being started in Germany and 
Austria, and literature was: being distributed. and he wrote to Dr. 
Hertzka for information. He learned that the whole social problem 
was about to be solved and the millennium forthwith introduced— 
unfortunately, however, not in Germany or Austria. bué in Central 
Africa or the Islands of Polynesia. or wherever the societies could 
get some free land on which to start) socialistic communities. 
The scheme is not to make land free, but to find some free land: to 
stave off the struggle at home by shipping the malcontents to foreign 
shores. 

From the days of the Roman republic, when the suldiers and cit- 
izens were kept quiet by gifts of land in the conquered provinces, 
down to these times of Salvation Army colony schemes, this form 
of soothing syrup has been prepared and administered to the people 
by statesmen, philanthropists and knaves. In the present instance 
the socialistic idea of common ownership of land and capital. and 
of everybody belonging toa trade or professional guild, is introduced 
to make the drug more palatable. Germans. however, are fond of 
their fatherland, and whenever they realize that all the people need 
is access to the land, they will tind the necessary land a goud deal 
nearer Berlin than Central Africa. The Single Taxers of Germany, 
of whom there are now quite a number, willdo their part in cor- 
recting this bogus *‘ free land” idea. and common sense will do the 
rest. 
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* * * Po 

The Duke of Bedford. who died last week. owned 11S acres of 
land in the very heart of London. and over 156 square miles, or 
100,000 acres of agricuitural lands. His income fron: both sources 
was said to be over ¥4.0UU.000 a year. On his London estates his 
tenants had erected some 30,000 buildings of every description, and 
a large number of these had, by expiration of leases. become the 
property of the duke. So that he was probably the largest house 
owner in Englard. The famous Covent Garden Market was on the 
duke’s property, und the ownership of this carried with it the right 
to levy tolls on every cart approaching within a quarter of » mile of 
the market, as well as the produce sold in the market. From these 


tolls he derivedjan income of over $100,000%a year, Asa man he 





THE STANDARD. 








ee tp ce. Lt ie aetna Net mtg nN 


was reserved and eccentric. and teok no part in public affairs. 
The man whosucceeds him. the present Lord Tavistock, is not much 
better. The old duke did as much to make landlordism odious as 
probably any landowner in the workl. He was rapacious and 
grasping to the last degree, and took every advantage that law al- 
lowed him to take: but. while his tenants suffered. the community 
at large have gained in having so conspicuous a bad example” of 
landlordism., 

A despatch froin Toronto says that Lord Salisbury is urging the 
Dominion ministers to unite on a proposition to arrange all matters 
in dispute between Canada and the United States on a. basis of com- 
mercial reciprocity. The fact that Sir John MacDonald and his col- 
leagues have violently denounced reciprocity, and that it has been. 
made the demand of the Canadian Liberal party, makes this alleged 
action of Lord Salisbury one of great embarrassment to the present 
Canadian Government. It would certainly be a singular thing if an 
alliance should be broucht abeut between the Canadian Liberals and 
the English Tories, ; ; : : 

It is stated that the Ways and Means Committee will order a 
favorable report on a bill to levy a discriminating duty on tea 
imported from west of the Cape of Good Hope via England. The 
idea is to encourage direct importation. The effect will be to 
raise the price of tea. for it is cheaper to import via England. The 
proposal does not mean that there is to be any attempt to raise a 
revenue on tea. Duties on tea and cotfee for revenue purposes are 
not likely to be proposed in this country. 

* * * * 

The Memphis Appeal-Avalanche says that if John D. Rockefeller. 
could convert all his property into cash immediately. and sail away 
toa foreign: clime, there would not be money enough left in the 
United States te pay for the food of the inhabitants for two days. 
But the food would be left here. wouldn't it? And the hands 
that perform labor would be here. wouldn't they ? 

* * * + 


A Columbia Professor says that the alleged meanest man in the 
world was pointed out to him in Chicago. Hitherto it has been 
supposed that he lived in New York. He is named Dunham, and 
owns a tract of several acres in Kenwood, a handsome 
suburb of the Windy City. He has steadily refused to sell or to 
allow any improvement. Streets, however. were put through his. 
property, for which he was duly assessed. Under our law this 
would be difficult in New York City without the owner's consent. 
Witness One Hundred and Eighth street, now covered by Lion Park, 
east of Ninth avenue. To revenge himself for the assessment, this 
exponent of Iandlordisin is said to have put up six or eight shanties, 
just in the heart of the tinest neighborhood, The neighbors are dis- 
gusted, but the gentleman is entitled to his pound of flesh, and until 
the Single Tax comes they are powerless. 

+ + e + 

People who are shouked by the ‘ immorality” of the proposition. 
tu take Lind values for public use ought to refresh their moral senti- 
ment now and then by a study of the origin of existing titles. 
Here is a bit of history ciippedi by one of our correspondents from 
an old copy of the Youth's Companion : 

Some of the immense estates of English noblemen were accumulated in a 
remarkable manner in the fourteenth century. dust about the middle of that 
century, chiefly in the year 1319, ander the reign of Edward U1, the pestilence 
known as the © black death” swept through the country from London northeast- 
ward to Norwich and the Norfolk coast. 

It has been estimated that more than one-haif of the population of that dis- 
trict Was destroyed) by the pestilence in a single year. Whole families were 
rendered extinet in a few days. 

What became ef their property: By law it descended to their heirs. But. the 
head of the household died. *t Then who was his heir?” asks a recent writer on 
this horrible ealamity. 

* Any sons: Dead of the plague. Brothers: Dead of the plague. Wife: 
Dead of the plague. Children’ Winsfolky All gone! TPheir blackening car- 
easses huddled in sweltermg masses of putrefaction in the wretched hovels.”” 

As there were no heirs. the property passed to the lord of the manor. The 
rol's of the courts of the time are full of orders that the land be taken by the 
lord until the heir should appear. The heir never did appear, and once more 
Was it true that to him that hath shall be given : 

# % * * 

The action of the tariff! reminds the Southern Alliance Farmer 
ofarhyme with which an old negro used to describe the settle- 
ment which a storekeeper made with him when he divided their 
crop. The old darkey said: ** Well, [ jes’ tell you, Mars’ Harry; 
de ofe boss he tuck down de book an’ ciphered on it awhile, an‘ 
len he Jowed : 

Naught is anaught: tigger is a tizeer— . 
All for de white man, none for de nigger.” 
& = * * 


The New York Tribune is consistent about one thing—the proper — 


recognition of the American hog by the French Government. It 
thinks that the protective tariff of the French, which now practi- 
cally bars our hog out of France, - will be lowered after the present 
ultra-protectionist mania shall have disappeared from French 
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sible to sell our surplus hog meat to the French people at prices 
which they can afford to pay ; that will increase the demand for it: 
that will bring more money to our hog-raising farmers, and aa 
increase the prosperity of our country; that will——but, stc 

- Wouldn't the people of this country be benefited in the same way 
as the French, in some article of their production, if the thing could 
he made to work the other way?) Suppose “the ultra-protectionist 
mania.” which new atilicts the Republican party of this country. 
would be made te disappear, would it not result. in a benefit to us 
equal to that anticipated for the French by the Tribune? 

* * * * 

in a speech on * Darkest New York,” delivered before the Unita- 
sian Club iast week. Rev. W. T. Elsing made the statement that one 
outel every ten persons who die in this city is buried in + Potter's 
Field” 

The aumber of suicides in the United States in 1890 was 2,640. 
Jin 1889 it was 2224. while in 1888 it was but 1,487. The rate of in- 
crease im 1890 over IXXY was, therefore, nearly 19 percent. The 
_ Gucrease of population during the same period was, at the outside, 
but 4 per cent., so that the suicides increased five times as fast as 


According to the Toledo Blade, not a_ billionaire but a six bilion- 

aire has. come. His name is Jay Gould. “If.” savs the Blade, 
-* Gould owns what he claims, he is interested in railroads alone to 
the amount ef six billion dollars.” 
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 Dhe wolf will not enter Mr. Russell Sage’= door yet awhile. Last 
week a decisien was rendered in the United States Circuit Court of 
St. Paul, which gives him a clear title to 3,000,000 acres of land in 


Minnesota valued at 314.000.0000, 

According to the income tax returns the richest individual in Ger- 
many is Keapp. of the famous gun works. His income is given as 
$9,500.000 a vear. Tf the income Gtx comes as near to the truth 
there as it dues elsewhere. on the average. Krupp's income may 
range anywhere between SUG aud $1500, 40,000 a vear. Over in 
England, some time age, it was fouud that some men testified to 
having farge incomes when they were really almost bankrupt, for 
- fear of allowing their true condition to §be known. On the other 
hand ninety-nine out of a hundred. if they can, return their incomes 


wtas little as they dare, 


*% * 
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% 
Bana and bis class of + Democrats” are energetically claiming 
‘that the Democracy cannot elect the President in 1892 without New 
York Stace. They seem te forget. says the Kansas City Star. that 
New Vork cannot elect the President: without the rest of the 
country. 


% x * * 


W. HL Wakefield, of Lawrence. Kansas, says that of the Congress- 
men elected from his State. two, Jere Simpson and John Davis, are 
Single Tax men. Simpson is an old veteran aud thoroughly 
grounded in the work. Johan Davis is the father of Arthur P. 
Davis, of Washington City, the well-known Single Tax advocate. 
The other direc members—Clever, Otis and Baker—are favorably 
inclined to the Single Tax and are studving it. Mr. Wakefield adds 
that of Gre men fiddle to be chosen to succeed Senator Ingalls, ex- 
Governor Robinson is Single Tax and Free Trade: W. D. Vin- 
cent, same: J. W. Breidenthal, favorably inclined : ditto Willits, 
and Elder and Peffer, indifferent to and ignorant of the question. 
Sudge Frank Qoster is another candidate who is O. K. Mr. Wake- 
field Ghinks Governor Robinson most likely to be chosen, and he is 
a strong and true man. 


4 
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* * 


The Elevated Railway Company of this city is not.as prompt in 
paying rent as poor folks, Our Mayor has brought suit against 
it for a couple of hundred of chousands of dollars, which he claims 
is owing to the city. 
. ge le 


* * 


The “horav™ hand of the laber political striker can be seen in 
the resolutions adopted at a Knight of Labor meeting in Washing- 
ton last week. Notwithstanding the almost universal condemnation 
of Ingalls by the Farmers’ Alliance and the Knights of Labor gen- 
erally throughout the country. a miserable little assembly of the 
latter organization had the hardihood to declare Ingalls to be “ the 
friend af dabor.” and in sweeping words condemned the efforts be- 
ing made ta defeat his re-clection to the United States Senate, 

x *% * * 

The asking of questiens in one direction: sometimes leads to the 
asking ef questions in another, For instance, the question the Suu 
has been asking for some time, *‘ Where was Mr. Cleveland when 
the fight was going on?” has led the Charleston News and Courier 
to ask, “‘ Where was the Sun when the last presidential campaign 
was in progress?” The second question is being answered first, ac- 
cording to the Kausas City Star, after this fashion: ‘‘ Where was 
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minds *” “Then—we reason along the Tribune lines—it will be pos- | the Sun? Why, in the Republican council chamber, of course, ex- 
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changing a presidency for a governorship!” Which our own Trib- 
une has declared to be the truth. Bs 


* * «8 «* 
The St. Louis Globe-Democrat (Rep.) is glad the Force bill has | 
| been killed, and it asserts that ‘‘the masses of the Republican 


party ” share its gladness. 


* * 


nF 
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* 


The real estate assessment roll of this city submitted last week 
shows a valuation of $1.466,849,045, an increase of $68,559,031 over © 


last year. 
& * *% * 


The Knights of Labor Congress for the State of New York, which. 
was in session at Albany, adjourned last Wednesday. The general 
distrust that workingmen display toward each other manifested 
itself in an amendment to the constitution. which prohibits any 
officer of the congress from holding a political oftice during his 
term as an officer of the congress. The Legislative Committee were 
instructed to urge upon the Legislature the passage of the following 
measures : . 


An anti-Pinkerton bill. 
An amendment to the Ballot Reform law, so as to make its provisions more. ne 
conformity with the Australian system. 

Regulating the employment of women and children in mercantile establish- : 
ments. * 
To make the provisions of the Weekly Payment law applicable to steam rail- 
roads. 
A stringent ten-hour service bill for the benetit of employees on street surface — 
railroads. : 


section will not affect the action of organizcd labor. 
A resolution was adopted providing that 


Everything in our power be done to have the property of the State, now ill 
gally used by the New York Central Railroad, restored to us and to the State. 
* * & * a 


The men who took advantage of the prospective rise in silver 


profits. The statement is made that 40,000,000 ounces were pur- | 
chased at from % to 98 cents per ounce by two or three pools, com- 
posed of Congressmen, Senators and bankers. When the law was 
passed calling for the purchase by the Government of 4,500,000 
ounces a month, the price advanced till at one time it steod at $1.20 
per ounce. The free coinage act, passed last week by the Senate, 
fixes the value of silver for coinage purposes at ¥1.00 for A12)5 
grains; this would be about $1.16 per ounce. | , 
* * * * 

Edward Bellamy will, on January 31. issue the first number of a 
hew weekly paper devoted to that form of socialism known as 
Nationalism. The paper will be called The New Nation. and will 
be published in Boston, Mr. Bellamy will be editor-in-chief and 
will be assisted by several well-known Nationalist writers. The 
paper is to be mainly an organ for propaganda purposes, but will 
also give news of general interest on all industrial and social 
movements. 


Japan has become a constitutional representative monarchy. The nae 
Mikado made the formal declaration to that effect, before a duly 
constituted Parliament, on December 4 of the year just past. 


* * * * 


What irony, or goldery, or silvery, there was in that action of 
the American Protective Tariff League last Thursday, in presenting 
Edward H. Ammidown witha gold and silver dinner set for his 
“untiring labor in the cause of protection.” The unexpected, 
unanticipated workings of the revised system of protection sent. 
Brother Ammidown up a tree, financially speaking, but this dinner 
set may help him to earth again. 

* * 

The Committee on Plan and Scope of the committee of two hun- | 

dred on the Pan-Republic Congress will meet at the Hoffman. 


House, this city, on Tuesday afternoon, February 3, at two o'clock. 
* * * * . 


It is a rather odd coincidence, says the St. Joseph (Mo.) Gazette, 
that the Oklahoma legislator who put the capital punishment clause. 
through is the first man arrested for murder since the law was © 


enacted, and may be the first one hanged under it. 
* * = * 


Senator Saxton has introduced a bill in the Legislature to amend 
the present ballot law, which, if adopted, will decrease the number 
of election officers, thus lessening the expense of the election: 
increase the number of signatures required for an independent 
nomination, and so prevent the nomination of a host of useless can- 
didates: lengthen the time before election day within which certifi- 
cates of nomination must be filed, so as to give plenty of time for 
the preparation and distribution of the official ballots: head each 
ticket with the party name, for the convenience and information of 
voters; reduce the number of ballots to be furnished, a smaller num- 
ber having been proved to be sufficient;: abolish the blank ballot,’ 
which was cumbersome and useless; abolish the provision which 
requires the ballot clerks to put their initials on the stubs; make 





An amendment of section 168 of the Penal Code, so that the provisions of that : ne ane 







hefore the silver bill was passed last year have realized enormous | 
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more stringent the provisions against marks or designations on the 
Official or paster ballots, and simplify the matter of folding. 
* * * * : 

The Temple (Texas) Times wants every ‘‘ newspaper in the land to 
urge with the persistence of a lover the suit for pure ballot and 
enforcement of the law,” and it says that ‘unless such a 
reformation sets in, and in good earnest at that, we may kiss 
Liberty’s fair cheek and bid her adieu.” 

* * * * 

Governor Burleigh, of Maine, and Governor Tuttle, of New 
Hampshire, have both, in their messages to the respective Legisla- 
tures, advocated the adoption of the Australian system of voting. 

* * + * 

The Boston Globe. with pardonable state pride, says that it is 
about time to drop the term ‘‘ Australian system” in connection 
with the reformed ballot. It thinks that as Massachusetts was the 
pioneer in the reform in this country, it should be called the 
‘Massachusetts systein.” Why not as well call it the ‘George 
system?” True. it was first adopted in Massachusetts, but it was 
first brought into the field of discussion in this country by Henry 
George in 1886, 





‘THE FIGHT FOR FREE TRADE. 


The Sheep Breeders’ and Woo! Growers’ Association of Ontario 
and Livingston Counties in this State held its twenty-fourth annual 
meeting at Honeoye, on January %. The meeting was the largest 
held by the association for a number of years, and was notable for 
interesting ¢xtempore debate and for two papers, one of which by 
Mr. John M. Norton, of East Bloomfield, in Ontario, boldly 
denounced the protective tariff as destructive to the wool-growing 
industry. Mr. Norton’s arguments must have been most convine- 
ing, as the association adopted the following resolutions : 


—— 








Whereas, It has been the policy in the past for this association to annually 
pass atereotyped resolutions praying Congress to restore the wool duty of 1867 
or its equivalent; and 

Whereas, This association finally recognizes the unsoundness of its past posi- 
tion on this question. and ever ready to correet: any error into which it may 
have fallen, we beg leave to submit the following : 

First - We recognize that the wool duty is a delusion and asnare to the wool 
grower, and that it has largely been instrumental in driving to the wall an 
industry it was calculated to benefit. 

Second — Prior to 1557, under the various changes of the wool duties. the price 
of Wool fluctuated. not in sympathy with the tariff, but by reason of the ever- 
controlling uw of demand and supply, the grower having received high prices 
and low prices under high tariffs, and, conversely, low prices and high prices 
under low trriffs. 

Third—The success of the wool-grower depends on the success of the woollen 
manufacturer, while the American manufacturer is seriously handicapped by 
reason of being compelled to pay exorbitant tariff taxes on every pound of c¢loth- 
ing Wool imported for necessary admixture, while all foreign countries of any 
consequence have the benctit of free wool, and are thus enabled to undersell our 
manufacturers, 

Fourth) The great wool tariff of 1867 resulted in driving from the eight chief 
wool producing Sta’es -for whose special benetit said tariff! was conceived and 
pasted more than 50 percent, of their sheep ina single decade. while the price 
of wool declined ina nearly corresponding ratio. 

Fifth—The importation of foreign wool increased from about 26,000,000 pounds 
in 1867 to more than 126.000.000 pounds in ISTE. just four years succeeding the 
highest duty ever Imposed on wool and woolens. 

Sixth —During eight of the past eighteen years the foreign price of imported 
clothing wools at the last port. of export actually exceeded the price of our 
domesti: fleece in the markets of Boston, New York or Philadelphia. while in no 
single year did the domestic wools bring the foreign prive. plus the duty. 

Seventh —England, France and Germany are the only three countries in the 
world that export woolen manufactures in excess of the imports of raw 
wool. in other words these countries, by admitting wool free, have created a 
demand for their home woo! in excess of all wools required to clothe their people 
and after giving employmeutito labor, export more wool than they have imported. 
The United States, on the other hand, by imposing a high dutyon raw wool 
has not only destroyed our export trade, but so throttled our manufacturers as 
to ruin the market for dumestie fleece and give to the English, French and Ger- 
man manufacturers the cream of our markets for eloths, 

Eighth—The free importation of raw wool into the United States would knock 
out the imports of woolen goods and would revive the | -esent depressed state 
of our own manufacturers, thus giving employment to labor here and crate an 
increased demand for our strong wools for necessary admixture. 

Ninth —Recognizing the truth of the above facts, therefore. we, the members 
of the Ontario and livingston Sheep Breeders’ and Wool Growers’ Association, 
in convention assembled, most respectfully petition Congress to immediately 
place wool and woolen manufactures on the free list, in order that their indus- 
tries may again thrive and assume that magnitude commensurate with a nation 
of §3,000.900 of people. 













# * * # 


In a private letter to the Editor of THE STANDARD, written Dec- 
ember (6, before this meeting was held. Mr. Norton says : 


The most unpleasant result of the election that I have thus far discovered is 
that it has spoiled all the fun of talking tariff reform. You can kick a pro- 


back. Tsaw a cood illustration of this at the annual meeting of our State sheep 
breeders’ association at Rochester last week. [ have attended nearly all of these 
meetings since the society was organized, and have heard nothing but the one 
pitiful and never ending bleat for “ protection.’” The fact is, that this and all 
similar associations in this and other States have been officered, engineered and 
run solely in the interests of the hich tariff monopolists. 

As au illustration of their methods please notice the reverse side uf these sheets, 


which Presilent Cossitt circulated at our State shearing at Cauamlaigua last 





tectionist all over town now and he will just hump up and take it. and never kick 
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‘offered the slightest remonstrance, he was promptly jumped upon by the whole 
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spring. (They are headed by a petition for the imm-diate passage of the 
McKinley bill.) 
Many of us have for years been disgusted with this course, but if any one 


gang and effectually squelched. I had resolved that if the opportunity ever 
offered I would stir them up a little, anyhow. So, when invited to read a paper 
at the meeting, I mixed them a mild dose just to see how it would work. One 
year ago they would have jumped cn me by the dozen and tried to choke me off, 
but now they took their medicine as meekly as lambs. In the discussion that 
followed they didn’t get up and dust worth a cent. President Cossitt asked me 
if I was willing to risk the destruction of our wool-growinyg industry, by letting 
in ten cent Australian wool. I answered, yes, if the tariff was all that prevented. 
our getting what wool we needed at that price: it was certainly the greatest 
outrage that was ever perpetrated upon the American people. 

Then Vice-President Bucher spoke in the interest of American labor, claiming 
that because when wheat was high farmers and farm laborers were most pros- 
perous the rule should also apply to wool. [ toid him the cases were not 
parallel, for while we raised a large surplus of wheat for export we had to import 
more than half our wool and woolen goods, and so I failed to see how it could 
benefit a laborer to double the cost of his clothing. The president gaw how 
things were going and soon called a ,halt, remarking that we wouldn't turn this 
into a political discussion: which was cool, considering the fact that bis own 
address in the forenoon was made up almost wholly ofa rabid partisan defence 
of protection in general and the M‘Kinley bill in particular. 

Mr Norton goes on to describe what he considers the good effect 
produced by the Reform Club's meeting held in his own town, East. 
Bloomfield, and to which he says much of the credit is due for the 
fact that the town went Democratic last November, almost for the 


first time in its history, 


* * + * 


Nearly ten thousand men will be thrown out of employment by 
the shutting-down of twenty-three Northern blast furnaces. What 
is the matter, Aunt William McKinley ? 

* * 


+ * 


Some weeks ago there appeared in this department of THE — 
STANDARD a comment on a statement attributed by one of the daily 
papers to Fire Commissioner Purroy, who was represented as com- 
plaining that the McKinley bill had added to the expenses of the 
Fire Department by increasing the cost of cannel coal. The Press 
showed with great glee that cannel coal isa bituminous coal, un- 
taxed, and that its price therefore has not increased. As this, by 
necessary inference, carried with it the confession that the price 
would have been increased had a tari! been put on that variety of 
coal we were satistied. Mr. Purroy, however, writes us that he did 
not make the statement attributed to him. and we. therefore, ir 
justice to him. publish that fact. 


“a —- ord “= 
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The striking coal miners of Alabama who recently appealed for 
financial aid have given up the fight. Four thousand of them, in 
one camp, decided last Thursday to return to work, and eight hun- 
dred in another camp had already returned. . 

* % es % 

The first result on wages that has oceurred since the McKinley. 
bill became a hiuw, in Pitisburg, seems to be a reduction of ten per 
cent, in its largest steel works. -* As the McKinley bill has advanced 
the price of most of the necessaries and comforts of life from ten to 
twenty per cent., is the reduction in wages of ten per cent. in the 
nature of compensation 2” asks the Pittsbure Post. 

The members of the Ohio Woul Growers Association are angry at 
the wool manufacturers. because the latter are showing symptoms. 
of favoring the importation of wool into this country free of duty. 
The wool xrowers say that this is in violation of an agreement 
between gentlemen of the two associations prior to the passage of 
the McKinley bill, when each association agreed to work for the 
interest of both. Columbus Delano explained to the Ohio weook 
growers last week that they had made a sacrifice for the McKinley 
bill, and now the manufacturers dare assert that they were deceived 
and expect to have the schedule modified. The fact is. he said, they 
want free wool and high protection on manufactured goods. He 
announced, as the ultimatum of the wool growers, that ‘* when the 
Wool Growers’ Association went down the manufacturers’ associa- 
tion would go with it.” In other words, free wool and free goods, 
or protection to each, is their determination. : 
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Passavant & Co., the glove importers. of whom we spoke last 
week, have decided not to abide by the adverse judgment of the 
Board of General Appraisers. [t appears that the major part of the 
testimony against them was taken in secret session. and in the 
absence of the attorney of the firm. Passavant & Co. believe they 
have been made the victims of a gigantic conspiracy, and they say 
they will leave no resource untried which gives promise of securing 
them a fair and open trial Ef no other course is open to them, 
they declare that they will ask for an investigation of the case by a 
Congressional committee. Meantime. glove wearers will pay more 
than they used to for their cloves. | 

* * 


An English firm is about to erect a factory in Bridgeport, Con: 
for manufacturing velvet ribbons. This bit of news has been glee 
fully circulated by the protection papers as an evidence of the ¢ 

















«loneto American labor by our present tariff laws—** making work,” 

vousee. But the sibben weavers whu live in Bridgeport do not 
siew thenew exterprise with unmixed jov, because. as fifty of them 
have written to the New York World. when the factory is com- 
pleted this English firm intends to bring two or three hundred of the 
pauper weavers of pauper England ever here to make the velvet 
sibben tu that factory, despite the fact that * there are huadreds of 
vibbon weavers in Paterson and New York walking about almost 
starving. owing tothe depressed state of the market.” Having 
wouchsafed this mach information, these weavers impertinently ask 
- for seme information ia return. They want tu know: * Is this the 
- Republican idea of prosperity 








CURRENT THOUGHT. 


POWER AND PROGRESS. 


The problem of «the increase of want with the increase of 
wealth ”—one would suppose that this was a problem, one of the 
greatest problems in fact that political economy. or at least social 
science. had te deal with. Why, for instance, there should be col- 
‘Jected in the great cities of England a population greater than the 


| whole number of those who lived in England and Wales six cen- 


turies ago. “whose condition is more destitute, whose homes are 
“more squalid, whose means are more uncertain and whose prospects 
are more hopeless than those of the meanest serfs of the medieval 
-) ities,” as Thorold Rogers says. One would suppose this was of 
interest to the social scientist. Butyno. Prof. W. G. Sumner, in an 
article on “ Power and Progress,” published in The Independent. 
assures us Ghat this is « verv mistaken idea. He savs : 

Itds assumed to be the task of political economy or socia’ science to aceount 
- for “the degradation of mankind.” or to fin 1 out the reasons for the degrada- 


‘gion of mankicd.as 4 preliminary step toward the cure of that degradation, 


which latter is taken ty be the task of those sciences. But we are met at once by 
the question: I: thedegradation of mankind a problem: There have been many 
schools of ohilosophers why have believed that men once Were pure and elevated 
gud that they have fallen into degradation. The old theologians, the classical 

“people. the believers in a state of Nature in which all was pure. simple and good, 
all held this notion in one form or another. Fer any of these schouls it was 
an foubtediy a reasonable question how the primitive bliss had been lust. 


Atpresent. however, we no lunger start from any assumptions of that k..d at 
all, Weknow as4 matter of fact that mankind has never lived in any primitive 
. golden age or state of Nature. Its earliest state wax a state of degradation. 
-oqwhich was almost universal. If we could trace the history of the race further 
pack. we must beLeve that we should tind the dezradation univerzal. The prob- 
Jem, therefore. isnot. How did the race ever fall into degradation, measuring 
- Megradation from sume ideal state of elevation; but. Huw did the race ever 
wecape from degradation as far as it has done so, reckoning its present. condition 
from what we know about the primitive condition of the race. The mystery is 
mot that there is still a measure of degradation, but that there are any men whu 
have emerged from the primitive degradation. 

What a mvstery it is. indeed. that: men. being by nature social 
animals, should come together in society; that thev should find 
that brouze was better than stone for tools and implements, and 
then that iron was better than bronze : that wheeled vehicles were 
better than sledges : that cucked food was better than raw foud : 
that crops produced by labor were better than wild fruits: and 
that houses built bv labor were better than holes in the cliffs; and 
that, knowing all this, they should conclude to use the better things 
in preference to the worse. and devise means for producing them: 
what a mvsterv itis. But that society. rising to the heights of 
wealth and luxury, should develop in its midst a class of people who 
are more helpless than Zuni Indians or Patagonians. that Mulberry 
Bend and Whitechapel should exist side by side with Fifth avenue 
and Pali Mall —that mav be a mysterv. but it is one that social scien- 
tists have nothing to do with. Whata comfortable mortal a social 
acientist must de. If the poor old German couple. who committed 
suicide in Jersey City the other day because of their poverty. had 
~ agnly been social scientists. how differently they would have looked 

at life. 
The problem the social scientist: has tv deal with then is how to 
develop social and productive power. ~‘ The greater the productive 
power of the members of society the more luxurious will be the life 
in it~ savs the Professor, and if he had only added the words, “for 
some of the people.” he would have been right. With plenty of 
* power ~ all will be well. the Professor thinks. He says. however : 

§tis true that the movement is by no means na right line away from primitive 
barbarism and that it is subject to retrograde movements toward degradation. 
miso that even on its line of advance, it meets with and seems even to produce 
mew forms of social degradation; but the fact that the pri:nitive barbarism ix tu 
a@nydegree left behind. or that it is even transformed, is the commanding fact 
which sets aur point of view for us. 

There are people who do not care tu have their point of view set 
in just that way. There are people who read history differently 
from Professor Sunmer: who realize hat Society in producing *‘ new 
forms of degradation ~ in its midst is producing a new “ power,” a 
power that will destroy it as it has destroyed the civilizations of the 
past. There are people who think that the just distribution of 
wealth is of quite as much importance as the power to produce it. 
and that the comfort of the lowliest members of society is of far 
more importance than the luxury of the most exalted. If these 
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people are not political economists or social scientists they are 
something better. But there is a growing impression that the real, 
the true political economy is what they teach and believe in. 


THE PARTITION OF AFRICA. 

Professor De Laveleye writes for the Forum on the Partition of | 
Africa. He considers that the amicable agreement about the 
African territorial zone marks a great advance in civilization. He 
SAYS: 

The civilized states have sanctioned in Africa those humane principles which 
they are more and more abandoning in Europe, namely. free trade, equality for 
all nationalities. neutrality, perpetual peace, and arbitration. 

The formation of a zone to be kept neutral as between any bel- 
ligerents, and stretching from shore to shore. is undoubtedly a step 
at which all friends of humanity can but rejoice. The way in| 
which the State acquires the right to the land which it afterwards 
sells is clearly set forth : ) 

In the month of May, 1884, the cabinet in Lunion sent an order to Consul 
Hewett to hoist the English flag in this region. and to proclaim its annexation to 
the British Empire: but the well-known German explorer. Nachtigal, pruclaimed 
the sovereignty of Germany over the district of Togo, west of .the Niger, on: 
July 5, and on the fourteenth of that month, over the Cameroon territory. The 
English consul, who reached the spot five days later than the Germans, could do 
nothing but protest, 

The nations made mutual grants of immense expanses of territory 
by several European states under the novel name of *‘ spheres of 
influence.” over which the contracting parties had no right what- 
ever, and on which, in fact, no European had ever set foot. 

The country was taken possession of in the most quiet manner 
and with no bloodshed whatever, which fact distinguishes the oper- 
ation from the partition of Poland. The Professor says no_privi- 
leged monopoly can be granted : he refers to trade monopoly alone. 
The liquor trade is to be limited and licensed and the slave trade 
stopped. The advance in civilization seems to consist in the failure 
to kill the natives of the territory seized. Is this due to the ad- 
vanced morals of the Europeans or to the non-resistance of the 
Africans ? 


MORE ABOUT AUSTRALIA. ie 

Josiah Royce gives his “ Impressions of Australia” to Scribner's. 
He quotes extensively from Donald McDonald's “Gum Bough’s and 
Wattle Bloom,” and wanders a little, but in a rather entertaining. 
manner. He thinks Australia destined to be one great nation with © 
sharply distinguished sectional feelings and interests, At present 
broad questions, such as free trade vr secular education, are the sub- 
ject matter for village argument. Responsible ministerial govern-_ 
ment, liable at any time to change, makes it always ‘presidential 
year” with the Australians. They “find means of making the pop- 
ular wants known and met.” 

** The trades unions have in more than one notable case disciplined 
their own members for unfair dealing towards emplovers—have in 
fact hegun to establish the principle that laborers organize to pro- 
tect the secial welfare rather than to gain merely seltish ends.” 
‘The whole country near the villages was at first one vast common 
or grazing ground. . Then the new land was seized by stuck dealers 
who owned vast herds and shut out the village farmers. In those 
days land acts were the principal topics of public discussion.” No 
wonder the soil is good for the growth of the Single Tay. 

Mr. Royce describes at length a friend of whom he says: *‘ If he 
had grown up in California he might have written something as 
shadowy as ‘ Progress and Poverty’—or at least, if educated in the 
East. been known as a Nationalist.” He goes on: *‘ Such men as he 
will some day make Australia an Empire.” This reminds one of 
an old saying about * gods contend in vain.” Unless Mr. Royce’s 
ideas of heights are as vague as his ideas of economics, mountains : 
of South Australia must be marvellous. ** A sheer precipice of 1,000 
or 1.500 feet” is not found anywhere. 3s 





LIBERTY AND PROPERTY. oe 
W. 5. Lilly's article on “ The Shibbuleth of Liberty,” in the Fo- — 
rum, is one of his Shibboleth series. Voltaire’s saying at Forney, : 
“We are here for Liberty and Property,” forms the text. He un: 
derstands this to mean that Voltaire went where he could be free to 
He quotes approvingly Laboulaye's saying : : 
“ Liberty and property are related to each other as the fruit to the 
tree—the stroke that kills one kills both. What are the free coun- 
tries? Those that respect property. What are the rich countries ? 
Those that respect liberty.” Property then. he says. ‘is liberty real- 
ized.” If this means anything. it means that true liberty canonly 
exist where property titles can all be turned back to the producer of 
wealth and where labor cannot be robbed of its products by any 
licensed appropriator, whether he be called lord, baron or landlord. 
The rest of the article is devoted to showing that liberty is obe- 
dience to necessary or self-imposed law. and that true liberty is obe- 
dience to the highest moral law. . 3 








THE INDIAN SITUATION EXACTLY, 
New York World. _ ae 
An Indian tragedy in two acts:1I. Unfed. II. Dea 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 





PROFESSOR SELIGMAN’S ARITHMETIC. 
Editor of THE STANDARD—Sir: While reading Professor Selig- 
‘man’s communication in THE STANDARD of the 7th instant, I felt 
curious to know, upon his method of reasoning, what would be the 


total loss to an annuitant receiving $5,000 a year from the Govern-' 


ment in case of its discontinuing the annuity. 

For instance, suppose the Government to have made a grant toa 
man, his heirs and assigns furever, of $5,000 a year, and that it 
should now be proposed to discontinue the annual payment upon 
condition that the Government pay the annuitant the present value 
of the annuity, what amount should be paid, supposing interest tive 
per cent.? In the first place, the time being infinite, the sum of all 
the annual payments becomes infinite. Surely they cannot «al! be 
considered ; and if not all, why any? If any, how many ? 

Mathematics comes to our aid, and although infinities and intin- 
itesimals enter into the problem, they luckily vanish in the course 
of the solution, and the simple formula for the present value 
emerges in the form of a fraction of which the annual payment 
is the numerator, and the rate of interest the denominator. In 
other words, by dividing 35,000 by .05 we obtain the fact that the 
present value of this annuity of $5,000 a vear forever is 100,000. 
It has never been cunsidered worth any more than this, upon the 
conditions stated, by lawyers, courts or practical business men. 


If Professor Seligman had been unlawfully dispossessed of his 


stock, and should bring suit to recover the value of his loss, he 
might properly claim, in addition to the selling value of his stock, 
the dividends already earned and declared ; but surely he will not 
contend that he should be awarded a sum in damages equal to the 
selling value and all future dividends contingent upon being earned 
hereafter. If he does make this claim, what, upon the same show- 
ing. must be the magnitude of the claim of the disinherited masses 
at the bar of public opinion, with Judge Equity on the bench? 
Would he award damages to the extent of even past dividends ? 
However this may be, the Single Taxers are content to go plodding 
on, claiming no damage at all for past wrongs, and asking only 
that they be permitted to earn their living hereafter by legitimate 
industry, upon terms of equality of rights for all and special priv- 
ileges for none. 

If Professor Seligman really thinks that the collection of some 
rent by the public for the common benefit is a duuble tax on indi- 
viduals, let him tell us what kind of a tax is imposed on the public 
when those individuals collect a// the rent for their private benefit. 

Washington, D. (. VoD. BeRRAGE. 


RALPH BEAUMONT'S POLITICS. 

Editor of THE STaxDARD--Sir : T believe Mr. Craig does Ralph 
Beaumont an injustice when he says that Mr. Beaumont * asked to 
be relieved of his Knights of Labor duties so that he could take the 
stump for Harrison and protection.” When in this city last fall 
Mr. Beaumont. in a conversation with the writer, said that he was 
~ requested to do so, but that he “had a reputation at stake and could 
not afford it.” Mr. Beaumont made ao speech here in which he ad- 
vovated the Single Tax. 

Redfield. 8. D. a 

LET GOVERNMENT OPERATE RAILROADS. 

Editor of THE STANDARD—S1R : Referring to the article on *‘ The 
Railway Problem.” by C. J. Buell. it seems to me that although his 
plan, in so far as it returns the roadbed to the public, is better than 
that nuw in use, yet there are some objections to it. looking at it 
from a Single Tax standpoint. 

“It is the business of the Government tv do for the mass of indi- 
viduals those things which cannot be done. or cannot be so well 
done, by individual action.”—** Social Problems,” p. 242. Now I 
think that the Government can serve the public better by furnish- 
ing rolling stuck for the railways than individuals can. 

In my opinion the Government ought to own and operate the 
whole railway, including rolling stock. etc., etv.. and all kinds of 
transportation, both of passengers and freight, should be done free, 
the cost of operation to be paid for out of the increased value civen 
to land. 

This. it seems to me, is the only solution of the railway problem, 
Single Tax men will readily see the advantages of it. 

Whitman. Mass, Ropert Scott, 


JAMES R. Howe. 


HE IS A BOSTONLAN, 


Editor of THE STANDARD—Sir : On page 13. in the paragraph on- 


‘‘ Restriction on Immigration,” you say that Rabbi Schindler does | 
not come from Boston. Yvu are inistaken. The Rabbi is one of 
Boston's best known citizens. He is a nationalist. His church is at 
the corner of Columbus avenue and Northampton street. 

Boston, Mass. W. L. Crosman, 


HOW LONG: ? 


To the Editor of Tuk Stanparp—Sir : The papers are now claim- 
ing that farmers i in South Patol, Ni res Kansas and Oklahoma | 
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are suffering for food and clothing. Would it not be a good plan-te. 
ask ministers and active church workers how long it will be before 
the prayer, ‘‘ Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” will be 
answered if the poor are kept off of productive land by land mono- 
poly, and driven on to land that will preduce a crop only once in 
three or four years? Can we not do something to awaken the 
church, and is not this a good way and time? 


Alexander, Ark. THomas PL CRAIG. 


PROPORTIONAL REPR ESENTATION. 

Editor of THE STANDARD—SIR: I note with much gratification 
that the subject of proportional representation was raised im your - 
issue of December 10. It is more vitally connected with the success. 





of the Single Tax than you or the writer has any idea of, 
perhaps. I will send article on the subject as soon as T have time to 


write one short enough: could write a page or se easily. but con- 
densation into a column of a subject that ove vupies hooks of several 
hundred pages is not easy. 


San Francisco. A. URIDGE. | 


THE DEMOCRACY COMING OUR WAY. 


Editor of THE STANDARD—SIR: J admire the bold stand taken by 
THE STANDARD in announcing its intention to exert its influence in 
behalf of the Democratic party. The Single Tax men everywhere 
owe this party their support because it is coming our way. Single 
Tax men are shaping its course. It is fast becoming the Single 
Tax party, and no power on earth, in my opinion, can prevent it 
from becoming the party of Free Trade. Before Mr. Cleveland's 
famous message Thad grown sick and tired of the party, but to go 
back on it now would be like turning against myself. There is no” 
hope for us ip the Republican ranks. <A third party is out of the 
question. Our place is on the Democratic ship. It is sailing 
smoothly new, and with plenty ef Single Tax men on beard it cam . 
be safely run into the harbor. 

Bloomington, HW). 
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COMMENTS ON THE STANDARD. oe 

Hox. W. E. RUsSELL,. Governor of Massachusctts.—T have had th 
pleasure of taking THE StaNDaARD for some time and always read i 
with pleasure. I congratulate you on its success. 

W. L. Crosmayx, Roxbury. Mass.—Last week’s 

DARD surpassed in excellence the previous week's number. 
superior publication merits unbouncied success. 

C.F. Perry. Quincy, Tll.—Serious illness in my family has. pre- 
vented my expressing ere this my great pleasure over the new 
makeup of THE STANDARD. Really, J should not have thought such — 
improvement possible in that already admirable paper. F trust the 
excellent work will be duly appreciated. 

C.J. BUELL, Minneapolis, Minn.—L hike THe StaNDARD very | 
much in its new shape. It is an improvement over the old Stax. 
DARD. Perhaps it does not contain apy mere reading matter, but. 
it is in better shape te glance over anit vet at the points one wants 
to read first. 

James J. Meape, New York City.—f am very much pleased with. 
the new STANDARD. Itisa great improvement on the old imite - 
style and finish. T wish you a long and prosperous career. - 

GEORGE Writt, Union Printing Company.—" THE STANDAR 
looks very well, indeed. f hope its progress will justif¥ my presen 
opinion—that it will be a success.” 

M. HexNine, St. Louis.—I like the new STANPARD, 
price was the proper thing to do. 

Joun F. BAKER. Ringston, Ontario, Can.— Allow me to wish the. 
STANDARD all success for the future. While we all deeply Iament. . 
the sacrifice of his health that Mr. George has. so generously made, 
* pouring out the wine of his life” for the cause so near te us all, FE 
feel sure we may tind reason to congratulate ourselves on having s 
worthy a successor to THE STANDARD'S editorial chair. 

Epwaro FH. BatLey, Bleomington, UL--E admire the new f 
of THE STANDARD and you may count me as one who is glad tl 
retail price has been increased tu 10 cents a copy. This more nearl 
represents the value of the paper. To me THE Staxparp is a neces: 
sity. I feel that L could not be without it at any price. 

JoHN M. GcUny, Findlay. Ohio.—f like your paper more than ever 
in its new dress. and Tam working hard to advance the reat idles 
it sets forth. 

S.C. REESE. Pana, IHlinois.—1 am much pleased) with the new 
twenty-four page edition of THE STANDARD, and especi ially the ty 
as IT do most of my reading ‘on the road.” cee 

(FEORGE ADAMS. Haledon, New Jersey.— When Esaw our. favorit 
STANDARD in new form. T felt somewhat like others E heard express 
themselves—disappointed, not liking its form at first sight: but after 
perusing it over and re-reading “THE STANDARDS Partisanship” 
and ‘ Professor Seligman Once More,” I felt: assured we were in. 
sife hands. After further running over its contents, I am free 
say, 1 like it better and tetter. and doubtless others will arriv 
the same conclusion. Let us each try and get two more subseribers, 
then the editor will be able to carry out his promised purposes, 
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“ THIEVES AND BEGGARS.” 


| AN OPEN LETTER. 
To the Editor of Tae Staxparp—Sim: In your issue of January 


$4 appears a communication from Captain John Codman, with an 


editorial endorsement from you, in which those who favor the bill 
for the relicf of American shipping now pending in Congress are 

called “thieves and beggars.” and the name of my brother is men- 
tioned in this connection. 

Dam not pecuniarily interested in American shipping, but like 
many other Americans, both Republicans and Democrats, I glory :a 
the memories of Paul Jones and Captain Lawrence, and am not vet 
ready to * give up the ship.” 

Now fet us see how far the men who are asking aid for American 
bipping deserve the denunciation of yourself and Captain Codman. 

I know one who does not, and that is my brother, Mr. H. K. 
Thurber, whe, some years ago. invested $200,000 in the Brazil 

‘Steamship Company. nut to make money, but beciutise, as he 

expressed it. it was a shame that an American merchant should 

have to send his letters to South America by the way of Liverpool. 

He afterward accepted the presidency of that line, without salary. 
and has served it faithfully in order to show that one American 
steamchip fine could be made a success. 

_. Mhe Government of Brazil has paid #90440 annually for carrying 

‘ite mails. The United States Government has paid less than one- 
tenth of thissum, not enough to pay for the boat hire in landing 
the mails at the eight ports visited by the ships of this line. The 
Postmaster-General is limited by law so that he cannot pay more 

-@han the amount of postage collected on any particular route on the 

ocean, buton the land he can pay what the service is worth without 

wegard to the amount of postage collected. and on two-thirds of the 

“quail routes in the United States he is paying to-day more than the 

‘amount of postage earned. 

if Captain Codman’s theors is correct, every one of the mail car- 
‘fiers on such routes is a thief or a beegar. 


“Captain Cudman speaks of the lobby at Washington in favor of | 


the shipping bill, Ut is a shame that American citizens should have 
fo leave their homes and 20 te Washingten to ask for the passage of 
a bill to place American shipping on an equality with that of other 
mations. He states that only two per cent. of the English steamers 
peceive compensation for carrviag the mails. but he neglects to state 
that in the beginning every principai line was subsidized until trade 


developed se that it could be self-sustaining. when the subsi-lies, or | 


“mail pay, were gradually withdrawn. 

Every commercial nation on the face of the earth has practised 
this policy except the United States. In law, in medicine. in diplo- 
macy, in business, in every department of life. the aim of intelligent 
men is to follow successful precedents, and with such a nation, and 
such a country. and such a seaceast. that we showd be without a 
commercial marine to carry our products in time of peace and con- 
atitute a naval militia in time of war. isa discriace to American states- 

ananshiy. 


While there are some points 99 the pending bill Ghat Pthink oteht | 


profitably ise changed, yet a embodies the best theught of the best 
men who are familiar with this tarda i, and this policy i is atleast 
worth a trial. 

Solomon has said: -* There is that scattereth, vet. increaseth, and 
@here is that withheldeth more than is mect, vet it tendeth to 
poverty.” 7 

Certainly. thus far American statesmen have withheld “more than 
is meet” from our commercial marine. and certaintly it ‘‘ hath 
tended to poverty” as regards honor. prestige and profit to the 
American nation. 
(Captain Codman favers permitting American citizens te buy ships 
built in other countries. and personally. [ have favored that view; 
‘but in discussing it once with that good nan and good citizen. the 
Late Mr. Peter Cooper, he changed my belicf by the simple remark: 
“<Wir. Thurber. vou cannot call anything cheap that leaves our own 
- good raw materials unused and our own Jabor unemployed.” 

Jt seemed to me that the whole doctrine of protection was swn- 
med up in these few words. 
_ [may say, en passant, that Tam not an extreme protectionist, any 
gore than the average Democrat isan extreme free-trader. I believe 


that in this, as in most things. there is a middle ground which is | 


mearer right than either extreme. If is evident, however. that you 
do not sympathize with this view, and as I do not wish to have a 
paper come to my house which applies to citizens who differ with it 
guch epithets as these mentioned abyve, TL must ask vou to stop send- 
ging THE STANDARD. 

4 feel that with the retirement of Mr. George train it the brains 
and fairness which have always made it acceptable to those who 
‘differed with it on same points, have gone out of it and T do not want 

st in mv house. 

As the last number was accompanied by a bill for a year's sub- 
wecription in advance, | enclose you the proportionate amount for the 

9 weeks which have already elapsed in the present year, and with 


e hope that sou have sufficient fairness left to publish this letter 


i contidence, we shared the same room. 


after seeing how advanced the 


as an antidote to Captain Codman's poison, I remain, “reaped 
fully yours, : 
January 15, 1891. F. B, Tuurser, New York 


THE SINGLE TAX IN FRANCE. 
NEUFCHATEL-EN-BRAY, France.—It was perhaps necessary tha 
I should be brought near to death in order fully to realize the present 
world-embracing status of the Single Tax movement. The inciden 
that brought my life nearly to an end and my mind to a bette 
appreciation of the great movement we are in took place the night. 


' before I left London. 


My five months’ stay in the British capital was closing with a_ 


| round of farewell calls at the homes of a number of Single Tax 


men. on the evening of Saturday, December 20. The last. one I 
visited was Rev. Albert Spicer, at his country home at Wocdford, 
near Epping. I left his house and took a cab to catch the 12 o’clock 
train back to my lodgings in the city. I missed the train, and the 
waiting-rooms being shut, I determined to make my way over the 
Thames to Charing Cross, and took the footpath over the railway . 
bridge. Iwas half way across when, in the narrow walk coming 


| straight upon me, three very dark, sinister-looking fellows loomed up. 


When they came up to me one put his arm across my path and 


barred my way. The others grasped me violently by shoulders and 
i arms. I struggled violently and raised a cry for help. A passer-by 


caine to the rescue, and the ruftians ran off. At the Charing Cross 


| entrance to the bridge I found a policeman, but he had heard 


nothing, so noisy was the bridge. He said I might easily have — 
been robbed and tossed into the Thames, rolling dismally yellow 
with drifting ice. Iam still surprised that I ani not at the bottom 
of the North Sea. iaee 

As I stvod questioning the policeman, a young man came up who, 
having missed his train, was in the same predicament with mysel : 
He spoke good English but had a foreign air. 

* You are a stranger and Ta foreigner,” I said. ‘and so it is all 
right." Bese 
* Tam not an Buglishman, Laman Australian.” he answered. 

We walked op together in search of a hotel, where, in mutual 
My new found friend Wai 
named Clements > he had much interesting information to impart 
in relation to Australia. and turned out to be a bright. thoughtful 
and radical fellow of great prontise. 
We struck a mutually agreeable vein of conversation when he 
fell to telling me of Henry George and all he had heard of him in 
New South Wales, my friend’s permanent home. He told me o 


i the Single Tax leaders in the faraway land, and pictured to me so. 
| hopefully the condition of the Single Tax movement there that in 


the morning the remembrance of the terrifying scene of the nigh 
before had gone with the fog. : 
Loam once again on my native soil. T more than ever regret, 
‘ause is in England, that France, 
whieh fed in the movement a hundred years ago, should to-day be- 
behind, But wait! She will once more take her old place. -What- 
we lack here is means of getting the truth before our people. ee 
believe Chat if * Progress and Poverty “ sold for $3 in England that 
country would be no further advanced than France, where that 
almost prohibitive price prevails. Se 
As for tracts we have none to speak of. 


1 read the catalogue of 
the Single Tax Library, and Iam not surprised at the rapid strides 


the Single Tax cause is making where English is spoken. Here 
when I wish to bring to bear any influence upon a possible convert, 
I must send him English tracts and trust to his ability to read them. 
Oh, if we could but reach our people. They are so quick to see 
the faults of governments, and history tells us how quick they are 
to correct them, even by heroic means. I believe—and I say this. 
from no excess of patriotism—that no nation would give the Single 


Tax heartier support than would the French if they were once 


awakened. Let me but give an instance of how quickly an interest 
can be aroused. 


Tam now at Neufchatel, one of the leading towns in Normandy, — 


about twenty-five miles northeast of Rouen, The town is not my 
native place, although it was there I first saw that light which 
dawned on me with the arrival here of William E. Hicks, now of 
New York. He spent some time with us in 1888 and 1889. One of 
the wealthiest men of the place, and a city councilor, M. Adolph 
Mansire. got into discussion with Mr. Hicks, and was converted. A 
French copy of ‘‘ Progress and Poverty ” was bought by the Ameri- 
can traveler and left in the town. I have come back to the place 
to find that here one and there one has read the book and seen the 
light. M. Mansire goes serenely on, gathering in converts in the 


: course of his business. A keen business man, American iu energy 
i and methods, he may in the near future be seal to our legislative 


halls at Paris. 

That one wel!-thumbed copy of ‘“ Progress and Poverty” (you 
would never dream now it had once cost $3) has stirred up a feeling 
in this town that could easily be crystallized into a centre of influ- 


ence that would make itself felt throughout the north of France. | : 
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For this reason I regret that I must go to Paris in a few days. 
should like very much to stay here long enough to develop a 
strong local sentiment to a point where we could count on it doing 
some propaganda work. 

The same spirit that has been awakened here by a stray copy of 
‘¢ Progress and Poverty” could be called forth in any community of . 
this country with a tract and pamphlet propaganda. 

CHARLES M. GARNIER. 


MISSOURI DEMOCRATS AND THE SINGLE TAX. 

‘*A small but select crowd in the present general assembly 
(State Legislature of Missouri) is that of which Julian, of Kansas 
City, is a member,” says the Kansas City Star. ‘‘ They are Free 
Traders, and they are not «fraid to push their idea. In the House 
there is a little crowd of hard-working advocates of Henry George's 
idea of Single Tax. Speaker Tuttle is himself a Single Tax man: 
so is Julian ; sv are Ryan and Parker, of St. Louis; ‘‘ Dick ” Dalton, 
of Ralls, and one or two others.” 

Mr. Julian has recently brought himself and the Single Tax ques- 
tion into great prominence in Missouri by offering an out-and-out 
Free Trade resolution in the Democratic caucus meeting which 
renominated Mr. Vest for the United States Senate. Of course, the 
machine men voted it down, but before the vote was taken there 
was a lively hour or so of debating, in which Mr. Julian took a pro- 
manent part. But it did not end there. The newspapers took it 

up. The Kansas City Journal, a Republican paper, gloated over the 
spectacle of ‘‘ Young Julian,” compelling his party to squarely face 
the real question. Then it proceeded to point out that Julian was 


not satisfied with Free Trade alone, but was a Single Taxer, a. 


communist, a man who went aronnd with copies of George’s books 
in his pocket, and with his head full of ideas about dividing all the 
Jand up and other fautastic nvtions. The Journal trusted, how- 
ever, that he would be able to place the Democratic party on record 
in reyard to all these ideas. This article elicited a reply 
- from Henry Ware Allen, who wrote to the Kansas City Times. He 
showed that real fre3 trade meant the Single Tax ; that Julian was 
a true Democrat who held the same views as were held by many of 
the members of the New York Reform Club, and were advocated 
by the New York Times. The Times followed with an editorial 
calling Julian a “ bright and brave young Democrat,” with views 
that are ‘‘ the expression of enlightened conviction.” It acknowl- 
edged that everybody would be better off under absolute free trade, 
but held that Julian was premature in presenting his views, as 
neither the country nor the Democratic party were ready for free trade 
or direct taxation yet. The Kansas City Star published the article 
from which an abstract is given above. It said that Juiian would 
again bring up his resolution when the joint ballot for Senator was 
taken in the Legislature. And it added: 


Of course, there is a strong feeling among the Alliance men in favor of free 
trade. H. Martin Williams, the president of the Henry George League. of Mis- 
souri, and a member of the Farmers’ Ailiance, who fs reading clerk of the houze, 
says that free trade is one of the principles on which the Farmers’ Alliance is 
founded and that Jerry Siiapson aud the other Kansas Alliance men whom he 
met at the Florida Conveution are all out-and-out free-traders. 


of many of the Alliance members, 


UNDERVALUATION OF REAL ESTATE. ° 


The letter of the Manhattan Single Tax Club to President Col 
‘man of the Tax Department has elicited the following comment 
from Cyrille Carreau, a well-known real estate broker of this 


city : 


Gentlemen: Your letter to President Coleman of the Tax Department of N 
York City Was published in) The Tribune, and I read the same with intere: 
While [think you are correct as to the law, I think you fail fully to appreciat. 
the position that President Coleman and his assoviates are placed in, doing as 
they are, what seems to be the dtity of the assessors throughout the State, viz., to 
make low, conservative valuations for the purpose of assessing the same for-t 
collection of taxes. That this undervaluation is wrong under the law we only 
need to read the law to know and fully to appreciate: and to knew and fully 
appreciate how generally this undervaluation is resorted to by all the counties of 
the State. we only need to go to all the counties and try te buy properties. for 
anything like the assessors’ valuations. The assessors’ valuations of New Yor 
City properties are correct from the point of view taken by all assessors ofall 
counties as a whole. with, perhaps. the enly difference that the New York City: 
valuations are nearer the full values than in other counties in which f have hac 
and stil] bave personal knowledge. 

As to the undervaluation of vacant lots. I wish you would eonsider how ne: 
the owner of a vacant lot comes to the position of a benefactor; who buys a tot: 
and allows the space (for air and other benefits) to be used by the residents of th 
location. and what. better use or improvements can be made further to increase 
the benefits from such open space or lots, asin the ease of the city paying larg 
amounts for open spaces or parks, could not your objections be partly dispose 
of by what benefits vacant lots now confer on the residents and such improy 
ments in that direction can be made until a point could be reached that vacan 
lots would really 1 
differ from you as to your further views 
also as to builders being ready. to build on them, ete. 

York ample accommodation fur a further population of about 
ready to be occupied, and vacant only for the reason that the supply is large 
than the demand; alsu, there is a large proportion of non-paying tenants, wh 
‘move very often and pay very liltle rent. For. among other reasons, the fac 
that owners are helpless in the face of this over-production and other ur 
riunate factors which are at work in many departments of our city. 


as to speculation in unimproved lot 


The George- 
men also claim that they detect a leaning ia favor of the doctrine upon the part. 


desirable from all public points of view. and also beg to. 


There is now in New. 
250,000 people: 
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: 


any state of things which would tend tu: inerea se this overproduction would 
correspondingly diminish the object of such buildings, so far as they are or. 
could be a paying investment. 

The only way to stimulate improvements. in ny judgement, is tu: give pru- 
perty more protection, and to secure to the investors sume encouragement 
and justice which can be relied on/as tu their nature and. durability, whieh 
cannot be found while the State charges. the city of New York one-half of 
the expenses of the State, and only seeks: to. increase our burdens, and make: 
a technical charge that our assessors do not vubey the law, nor in the senti- 
ments that your letter above referred to-and hereby partly noticed. Your 
object and intentions command my highest respect. and consideration, but I 
most respectfully differ with you as to remedies you suggest, as they are in 
the direction of increasing the evils you propose to step or decrease. 

E CYRILLE CARRERA 


THE SINGLE TAX CLUB. 
Oh there’s many a club in this city of ours, 
And never a night io the year : 
But you'll find, if you seek, an assembly or 
Together discussing the news of the week, 
Or the gussip from far and from near. 


On our avenues wide and our boulevards pr: 
When the shaduws of evening descend, 

In their yay lighted halls where soft radiance 

On the glittering splendor of fair palace walls 
There are ineetings of clubs without end. 












































In these brilliant displays of gay fashion'’s ways: 
Every. eve you may witness a throng, 

There they sumptuously dine on rare viands. an 

And the mirth is so great and the wit is so fine 
That life seems not a dirge but a sung. 


But ah! there's a club in this city of ours, 
And it’s not wholly void of renown, 

Its members to greet, it’s a treat, when they m 

In their plain little room in a hall off the stre 
In the far business side of the town. | 






























































It’s a right loyal band of brave women and men 
And their hearts are aglow with a fame, 

Which unceasingly buras and yet never expir 

For ‘twas caught from the altar of Truth and its fi 
They burn on through glory or shame, | 














In this club’s modest halls, on the ungilded walls 
The fair light of hope seems to shine, ; 

And in truth there's no gloom, for the lightness and bl 

Of high thoughts and grand themes gild the plain lit 
With a radiance almost divine. 























































































































They are pledged to each other, these intrepid hearts 
And they're pledged toa high, holy cause. : 

They'd win a Jost heritage, theirs by their birth, 

Banish woe and bread—want from the face of th 

_ Write anew their beloved country’s laws. 



























































To this favorite chib oft we lovingly yearn a 
A right worthy offering to bring. 
Allin vain—for alas and alas, at such times. 
To the heart and the lip come the foo 
. And this is the song that we sing: 
LE a 
Oh, it meets in no pa 
It offers no “ grub 
Our nice little, dear litt 
Single Tax Club, — 
Hl. 
‘It’s not famous for ‘ styl 
And yet it’s no * seruk 
- This fine little, brave littl 
Single Tax Club. 
Il. 
: Where so many revolve 
Of them all it’s the hub. 
“This smart little, brigh 
_ Single Tax Club, 
| TV. 
Oh. it’s tender in yer 
In fact, but a cub, 
‘This young little, pert | 
Single Tax Club, 
Vv. 
But it's growing : pac 
And ah! there's. th 
It’s a live little, strong: f 
Single Tax Club. 
So VI. 
Then up with its 
Beat the drum, rub a 
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MASSACHUSETTS MAYORS WRITE ON LIVE QUESTIONS, 

The newly elected mavors of Massachussetts are abreast of the 
Mirves. which is more than can be said of mayers in other States— 
New York. for instance. Following are a number of excerpts 
from the messages of the chief officials of a number of Massachu- 
setts cities aud towns, which breathe the right spirit on methods of 
taxation and municipal aaa of public franchises. 

Mayor Bosson. of Chelsea: 


Sahink it is generally conceded that there are marsxed inequalities in the valua- 
tou of property. The assessor's list: should be carefully revised. The only 
wemedy and the oniy way ty correct opiuiuns which are unfavorable to the city’s 
realestate interests is constant readjustment sv that all property be fairly 
gsecosed and none bear mure than its fuir portion of the public burden. 

‘The Mavor of Pittxfield: 

Betas payas we co. Au increased total valuation of assessable property 
@cems desirable. which does not necessarily mean an increase of taxes, for more 
persona] property may te brought ts light. There should be no delay in im- 

proving the sewerage. Unless we propuse paving Uhe principal thoroughfares, 
they must. to meet the demands of public use, be macadamized, and that, too. in 
 pthorougiily intellizent manner, 


‘Mayor Lambrie, of Northampton: 

There is.an opp ortanits Jor refurm in the assessments made for taxation. Some 
of our citizens are assessed for the full valuation of their property, while others 
pay only on a portion of their property. Lam free to recommend as a good busi- 
mess investment the emplovment of one or more of the assessurs a greater length 

of time. 1 a@vocate the immediate empluyment of one of the best-equipped 
| assessors at once 10 make, under the supervision of the fall board, a full and 
~acomplete revision of our tas list. From investigations and estimates I have 
made, which are proved to be cyrrect from practical experience, I am satisfied it 
meed mot cost half the amount now paid by thecity to buy. own and operate a 
Sighting rlant. Good lights are aneces<ity, We now have a monopoly to deal 
with. Free competition is not now admissible. [ advocate municipal control. 


‘Maver Fogg, ef Lynn: 

& suggest that more roum be furnished for the assessors in the City Hall, and 
‘hat still (arther plans and more accurate turveys of lands in che more central 
- gections of the city be made to enable the assessors to accurately assess each and 

every foot of Jand cvrtained therein. 

Mavor Fairbanks, of Quincy: 

Right has become a necessity, and there is no true business reason why a city 
should not only have the right of farnishing light as a protection to travel on its 
highways, as an aid to its police force, but also to suyiply its surplus to private 
citizens. Tam aware of the many vb-tacles apparently in the way, but I think 

the Gouncil can render important service to the city by studyinz this problem, 
nd becoming acquainted with the steps being taken in uther cities to accomplish 
this one object of properly lighting ourcity. 


- Mayor Coughlin, of Fall River: 


S recommend that the Council inquire into the matter of securing a plant for 
the city. inorder that the latter may do its own street lighting at less i are 
-tthan at present. 


Mayor Dodge, of Newburyport: 


By the provisons of Ue statute by which the Newburyport Water Company- 


weceived its charter. the city has the right to purchase the property after ten | 
wears. The time expires October 1, i841. TD would suggest that a joint special 


committee be appcinted te investigate this question, that they learn all the facts”, 


they can bearing upon it. and that at the next election an informal expression 
<0f the will. of the people be asked for as to whether. under the conditions as they 


- "exisuand in view of the know ledze they may then have. it will be wise to decide 


$9 purchase tie pryperty of the Newbursport Water Company. 
Mayor Hibbard. of Newton: 


“Would it not prove to be of advantage to the city of Newton to own and con- 


rola suitable plant for lighting the streetsand city buildings" asked the Mayor, 
“The keeping of all franchises within direct. control of the city is earnestly reco 
amended, 

Mayor Hibbard but follows ap action taken by the Newton 

Common Council under his predecessor, for there have already been 


filed with the Secretary of State of Massachusetts the two follow-" 


‘dug, which shows how far the idea of municipal ownership of pub- 
lic franchises has advanced : 


_ City of Newton, for authority to lay and maintain in the streets of that city. . 


tracks and appliances for street railways on which cara may be propelled by- 
horses, clectricity or otherwise. 

City of Newton. by Mayor Burr, forauthority to assess and collect frum the 
utrect railway companies license fees, ete. 

Mayer Babbitt. of Taunton, speaking on the question. of an 
improved system of sewerage, shows that he is in favor of the plan 
advocated ly the Chicage Single Tax men. for he says : 

Property which receives the sole benefit of an improvement should pay the 
whole cot. So J suggest that the ju-t way to secure relief to those suffering for 
the wanteot a sewer system. iste ask the legislature for authority to establish a 


sewer district, with the necessary power to borrow money, take land, tax the 
property within its limits, and such other privileges as may be required to carrv 


‘the work to completion, Such an act should. of course. be submitted to the tax- 


payers of the district for acceptance before becoming a law. 


FORESTRY ABROAD. 

Ina paper on ~~ Government Forestry Abroad.” read before the | 
‘Forestry Association in Washington. recently, Mr. Gifford Pinchot: 
- gave sume facts which prove that. in respect to their treatment of — 
wooded and forest lands. people are beginning to return to first 
(principles. Gis remarks on the Prussian system of forest manage- 
anent are especially interesting. Of the total wouded area in Prus- 
‘gia, 29 per cent. b-long: to the State, 16 per cant. to towns, villages 
and other gulslic bodies, and 55 per cent. to individual owners. 

e attitude of the “government — da the management of the 


} Pack. 
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** State” forests, says Mr. Pinchot, is briefly summarized. by 
Downer. the chief of the forest service, thus : 

The State believes itsel€ bound in the administration of its forests to treat the. 
government Woodlands as a trast held for the nation as a whole, to the end that | 
it may enjoy for the present the highest satisfaction of its needs for forest pro- . 
duce and the protection which the forest gives. aud for all future time at least — 
an equal share of equal blessings. 

With respect to the second class of forests, those belonging to 
towns and villages. Mr. Pinchot says : 

The State everywhere exercises oversight and a degree of control orer the 
management, but the sphere of its action varies within wide limits. Thus far, 
however, the action of the government is alike not. only throughout Prussia, but: 
in all parts of Germauy. It prevents absolutely the treatment of any forest o 
this class under improvident or wasteful methods, nor does it allow any measures. 
tu be carried into effect which may deprive posterity of the enjoyment which it. 
hasa righttoexpect. It is unquestionably true that in France, as well as in 
Germany, the State management of communal! forests Jies at the root of the | 
prosperity of a large proportion of the peasant population. While, on the other | 
hand, villagés whose taxes are wholly paid by their forests are by no means rare; — 
on the other hand, the sale of communal forest property in certain parts of 
Germany in 1645 has been followed with deplorable regularity by the impoverish 
ment of the villages which were unwise enouza tu permit it, 

The forests of private owners are not sv strictly supervised as 
those of the towns and villages. but that control uecessary to pre 
vent * deforestation.” that is, the destruction of the sca 
vigilantly exercised. 

In Switzerland the state and communal forests are managed as in 
Prussia. while the private forest-owners may not reduce the area.o 
their woodlands without the consent of the cantonal government, they. 
must plant up the land cut over which is without natural re-growth, | 
and are hound to take proper care of the growing stock. The consent of - 
the Federal Assembly is necessary to the clearing of private land on 
the steeper slopes. In France the policy is like that of Prussia, and 
one of the most important results has been the correction of the tor- 
rents from the Alps. Pyrenees and Cevennes Mountains by the — 
planting of over 350.000 acres of mountain slopes with forest trees. 
In India. under the new system. the supply of timber and forest 
products has been constantly increasing. the annual revenues from 
the State forests has been constantly invreasing. and the water sup- 
ply has been assured by the preservation of the forests. Italy, on | 
the other hand. feels the evil effects of having sold a large part of. 
her public forests a few years ago. The trees have been ruthlessly. 
eut down: and if agriculture is to continue in some districts the 
gevernment will have to replant the forests at enormous expense. 


THE SONG OF THE SHIRT. 
40 Per Cent. ad Valorem.) 
: JOSEPH DANIEL MULLER IN. PUG 
. With fingers weary and worn, 
With eyelids heavy and red, . - 
A woman sits at a taxed machine_ 
With higb-taxed needle and th 
Tax! tax! tax! 
In her poverty she must pay 
A tax upon everything she buys © 
From her wages, day by day. 
Tax! tax! tax !> 
With the body growing thin, — 
But the Welshmen out in the Wes 
Are taking out the tin! 
Seam and gusset and band, 
Till her hands can work no more; 
But the tin-plate lords may drink.¢ 
As she faints upon the floor! _ 


Work! work! work! 
With the comforts of life aloof, 
But a higher rent for the higher ta 
On the tin upon the roof. 
It’s Oh! to be a slave 
Along with the pauper Turk, 
Or sewing woman who pays:a tax 
On unprotected work. 


With fingers weary and worn. 
She presses her aching head; 
While the party levies its taxes.o1 
Machine and needles and thread 
And she heaves a little sigh 
That is silent and soft, but dee 
** Alas! that men are so prone to lie 
Alas! that prices should be so high, 
And wooden men so cheap!" 


“HOW SILARPER TILAN A 

St. Louis Globe Democrat (Rep.) 
‘It is to be hoped that Ohio will elect Mr. McKinley to the gubernatorial 
office if he is to remain in politics. That isto say. there is a Pronounced 


desire that he shall be placed where he cannot 234 any more fooling wit the 
tariff. 


\ SERPENT’S T Or 


THAT’S WHAT THEY ARE. 


‘* What are the Eleusinian mysteries, Pa ?”’ 
“The Eleusinian mysteries, my son, are the reason given ‘by the 


-lican party for the McKinley | tariff. 
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SINGLE TAX NEWS 


SINGLE TAX LETTER WRITERS. 

Will all Single Taxers aid me to secure a list of every Single Taxer and 
every Free Trader who is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, the Knights 
of Labor, or any other workmen’s organization? Don’t depend on any 
one else to do this, but please send on a postal at your earliest convenience 
the full name, address and name of organization. Please note announce- 
ment elsewhere that first hundred thousand of the ten cent edition will be 
printed in February and sent out as rapidly as possible to the prepaid sub- 
scribers. 

W. W. Bracken, State Auditor, St. Paul, 
be one of us, and is well worth winning. 

The Idea (Prohibition), Springtield, I!l., in an article on ‘' The Single 
Tax,’’ January 10, says: ‘“1f there is to be absolutely no tax on the pro- 
ducts of labor, then the man who owns ten acres in the middle of Chicago 
should pay no more tax on that land than the man who owns ten acres ten 
miles from the nearest railroad station.’’ 






































































Miaon., is almost persuaded to 


Again we can see no reason why a man who has $10,000 and puts it into real 
estate should pay taxes on that $10,000, while the man whe has the same amount 
of money and invests it in bonds and mortgages should go tax free. If any of 
our Single Tax friends can explain these conundrums without using more words 
than is contained in this artigle we shall be most happy to have them do so, and 
will gladly open our columns to them 
Article referred to contains about three hundred words. 


Rev. Dr. Russell Connell, 8t. George’a M. E. Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
January 4, said, referring to the Elevated roads and belt line now being 
built: 

It will now be possible for the laboring man to have a neat little home of his 
own in some suburb close by. He will profit: by the pure water and country air, 
and yet beat his work in good time in the nforning. There will be more good 
arise from these rvads than any one has any idea of. 

Failure as arule don't come from dishonesty. bat from trying to do too much 
with little. A man with a small capital and small business cannot and mast not 
expect to be the largest of merchants ina year. 

We can show him that these who keuefit by all improvements in trans- 
portation are the lund speculators, and that under present conditions a man 
must overtrade on his capital and over exert his powers or be forced to the 
wall, 

Rev. J. W. Magruder, Camp Washington M. E. Church, Cincinnati, 
Obio, in an article in the City Evangelist. headed ‘“‘ Evangelize the Clnsses,”’ 
said: 


if the Cliristian church would reach the Masses, let it preach to the Classes a 
social Gospel. as well as a gospel of loy e and self saerifice. Soup kitchens are 
wood, and so are Soho Missions, Anything is valuable that will relieve the 
immediate distresses of people. But the quickest and surest way to reach the 
people, and the only way to reach then in masses, is to agitate the cause of 
righteousness in business, political and social life. and seek thereby to remove 
the causes which divide society into Masses and Classes. What the people want 
is “not alms, but justice °° And the thing God requires of thee is not merely “to 
love mercy. and walk humbly with thy God.” but that thou “deal justly“ with 
thy fellowmen. 


Hton. Charles W. Sutherland, Assembly Chamber, Albany, N. Y., is on 


with the Single Tax. Though Governor Hill says in his message that real 
estate pays too much tax now, vacant Jand assessments should be raised. 
A bill authorizing the separate assessment of land and improvement should 
also be introduced and pressed vigorously till its passage. The other mem- 
bers of this committee are Demorest, Dempsey, Gillete, Ryan, Foley, Beakes, 
Keeler, Aspinwall, Stevenson and Kennedy. 

Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, Irving Park, Cook County, IL, claims that the rich 
are not growing richer nor the poor poorer. Shearman’s ‘Menace of 
Plutocracy ’? would be a suitable enclosure. 

Champion, Atchison, Kansas, is a Republican free trade paper, and on 
January 2 published an article calling attention to the rapid increase of 
milionaires and tramps, and winds up by asking by what means this can be 
prevented. Single Taxers should not be backward in answering. 
ue W. J. Atkinson, 42 University Place, New York, N. Y. 


SINGLE TAX LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
2 UNIVERSITY PLACE, New York, January 20, 1891. ) 


We publish this ae in our STANDARD club list, only such clubs as have 
indorsed the platform adopted at the National Conference and applied for 
enrollment in the League. 

The attention of officers of Single Tax organizations is called to the rese- 
lutions adopted at the National Conference to the effect that all organiza- 
tions subscribing to the national Single Tax platform shall be eligible for 
membership in the League. Thus far but very few clubs have formally sub- 
scribed to the platform and enrolled themselves in the League, and officers 
of organization: that have as yet made no move in the matter are earnestly 
requested to bring the question before their clubs and apply at once to the 
secretary of the National Committee for enrollment. 

The National Committee is circulating a petition asking the United States 
House of Representatives to appoint a special committee to make inquiry 
into and report upon the expediency of raising all public revenues by a 
Single Tax upon the value of Jand, irrespective of improvements, to the 
exclusion of all other taxes, whether in the form of tariffs upon imports, 
taxes upon internal productions, or otherwise. It will send blank petitions 
on application to any address, and Single Tax men are urged to obtain peti- 
tions and solicit signatures as a most convenient and effective way of start- 
ing the discussion of our principles. 

It has also taken up the newspaper work of the Memphis committee, and 
is now engaged in circularizing newspapers in every State, calling their atten- 
tion to the wide-spread interest now shown in the subject of the Single Tax, 
and urging that they call on tne press companies supplying their ready 

prints and plates for Single Tax matter. 
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the Committee of Taxation and Retrenchment and already sympathizes | death in the midst of plenty. 













Subscriptions toward expenses of this committee’s work, received siuce 
our last report, are as follows : as 


E. J. Shriver, New York City... eae 
Subscriptiors previously acknowleuged.. 2.00.0 e eee eee eee IE ME 


Total.. Ooi abet eee sees veces BESTE WD " 

(Note.—Owing i an imperfect type the subscription of Chas. R. McGinnis, in . 
our subscription hst of January 7th, read $22instead of. $t2.) 

Cash contributions for the week ending January 20 are as follows: é 
Chas. Terrel], San Franelse, Ual...... eae 
T. B. Moore, Fassett, Pa.. eee en 
Jas. McDaniel, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Long & Kees, Minneapolis, Minn 
Alfred sherlock, Minneapolis, Minn. -: 
James Baxter, Minneapolis, Minn..... 
B. Aronson, Minneapolis, Minu..-..... 
8. S. Cochrane. Utica, Kansas... .- 
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Totals viccsesevec eiaties 
The enrollment now stands.as follow: 
Heported last pidcuers 
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Gro. Sr. Joun Leav 





NEW YORK CITY. 

To-morrow (Thursday) evening Mr. Julien T. Davies will deliver before : 
the Manhattan Single Tax Club his long-promised lecture on “The Total: 

Abolition of Personal Property From Taxation.” As has been said before - 

in these columns, Mr. Davies isa Republican and Protectionist, and it is 

therefore all the more remarkable that he should take such a view on per- 
sonal property taxation as is outlined in the title to hislecture. All friends: 

are invited to be present on this occasion. 


BROOKLYN, 5; 

Robert C. Utess.—Twelve petitions, which makes my quotaup to dute  - 
732, with more to hear from. 
James B. Connell.—At the last meeting of the Eighteenth Ward Demo- . 
cratic Association we introduced a resolution protesting against the elec- — — 
tion of Smith M. Weed, Protectionist, by a Democratic Legislature. giving: 
us Single Taxers a chance to get a whack at the high tariff policy, which 
doughheads of all descriptions are beginning to fird out the injustice of. 


———a 


NEW y ORK STATE. 
Robert White, Buifalo.—Fifteen petitions. One of the signers, Mr. F. ¥. 
Wackerman, is one of the wealthy men of our city. He recently bought: 
$100,000 worth of real estate. but says the Single Tax cannot come too seom 
for him for then he can afford to build on it; but undec the presentsy: stem of 
taxation he declares he will never build another house. 
C. H. Faller, Middletown.—On Tuesday evening, January 13 last, Fathe 
Huntington addressed a good sized audience at Grace Episcopal Church om — 
the labor question. He told how in two ways men could be starved to: 
One Way would be to chain every man to @ 
rock, the other to put them on the highway and linc either side with sol-. 
diers and a few Pinkerton men. One would be as effective as the other. 
Christ did not teach mento pray each for his own miserable, little soal, 
but his prayer was ‘“‘(tur Father, thy Kingdom come on cartb.’’ Christ 
was put to death because he was a social reformer, and were he here to-day 
he would be called a crank oran Anarchist. The address made a deep. 
impression, all agreeing it to be a masterly effort, and that he, Father Hun- 
tington. is rendering a great service in the cause of humanity. 
MASSACHU SETTS. 

James R. Carret, Boston.—A sufficient number of delegates having beem 
elected by the local clubs, a meeting of the general committee of the M: 
sachusetts Single Tax League was held on the 11th inst., at which the fol- 
lowing officers were chosen: Chairman, James it. Carret; secretary, Mrs 
Emily T. Turner: and as treasurer, George Cox, Jr., of Malden, (address 
72 High street, Boston,) in place of the late Mark W. Cross. Messrs. Levi 
H. Turner, Edwin M. White, and Wm. F. Morrill were appointed a com- - 
mittee with full power to add to their numbers to take charge of the peti- | 
tion to the Legislature for a change in the law so as to apply the Single Tax 
in local taxation. Mrs. Emily T. Turner, who was elected secretary, later _ 
declined, as she felt that she could not give the necessary time for the 
proper performance of the duties. An executive committee of seven was ~ 
chosen, consisting of the treasurer, secretary (vacaney to be filled), and 
five others, Messrs. James R. Carret. Q. A. Lothrop. Harry Lloyd, William — 
Burhenne, and Mra. Rich. 

S. T., Boston.—The Building Laborers’ Union held a meeting on January 
11 in Caledonia Hall and voted to set apart one hour at each meeting fo 
the discussion of some particular topic connected with the labor question 
the selection to be made at the previous meeting. 

Levi H. Turner, Boston.—Since my return to Boston in the Fall [ hav 
been a very busy man. Havinglost my situation and broken out of the 
business channels by going West in the Spring, my return at atime of 
commercial stagnation has necessitated a close and vigorous application t . 
business. I mention this by way of apology, for the fact of my frequentl 
declining the invitation of our friends in this vicinity to speak at Sing e 
Tax meetings. I have been unable, personally. to reply to the manyingnir- 
ies relative to my proposed Jecture on ‘** The Northwest and Its Opportun 
ties,’* and I take this method of informing our friends in Maine and Easterm 
Massachusetts that I shall not be able to have this lecture ready ag early 
as I anticipated, owing to pressing business engagements. This is also my 
first opportunity to formally thank our Single Tax friends in Washingto 
State, and more especially those of Denver, Col., for the many courtesies - 
shown to us during our stay in those States. On Sunday, December 28, th 
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Boston Single Tax Lcague was reorganized, and I was elected press secre- 
Saryv. The movement bere is in a healthy, growing condition. January 3 
‘Dr. W. Symington Brown will lecture before our club on “The Cure of 
Sanocent Foverty.”’ 

3.N. Bsder, Waketield.—Three petitions. Iam going.on a visit to New 
- Market, N. IL, and J will try to do a little missionary work up there. 

John Lewis, Dorchester, Boston.—Our club has adopted the platform 
The following wil] de our officers for the coming year: President, Edward 
Frost ; vice-president, Nicholas Furlong ; secretary-treasurer, John Adame ; 
delegate 10 State League, E. H. Underhill. A committee of three, consist- 
ing of John Lewis, Isaac Hey and Louis J. Moore, was appointed to prepare 
@ Feception to J. A. Herne at the end of the present theatrical season. It 
Was voted to meet once a month hereafter—the first Taeaday in each 
gponth—at Fivids Building, Fields Corner. Our dues are twenty-five cents 
permenth. At the next meeting Mr. Atkinson’s proposition in regard to 
* Protection or Free Trade *” is to be discussed, and several members are 
going to subscribe for at least ten copies. We have now twenty-dve mem. 
bers and expect to get some more this spring. 


NEW JERSEY. 
M. J. Flynn, Camden.—Twelve signatures. I confidently expect to bave 
wa Jarger number tbe next time you bear from me. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

ST. Philadelphia. —At the regular meeting of the Philadelphia Single 
‘Dax Societys, held January 15, an interesting address on “ Propoganda”’ 
was given by U.C. Munch. A discussion of ways and means followed. A 
_ Retter was read from S.C. Rogers, of Buffalo, suggesting the use of the 
_ mnemployed in selling the half million edition of “Protection or Free 
-Teade®’ The society decided to give a positive order for one thousand 
wopies, which will be sold by canvassers at twenty-five cents a copy, the 
- profit to be turned over to the society’s library and propaganda fund. A 
 wommittee was appointed to arrange for a thorough canvass of Philadel- 
phia to solicit subscriptions to the book. 


VIRGINIA. 

K. B., Hernden.—Twelve petitions. This is a rather difficult community 
$0 stir up on the Single Tax, for everybody seemsto be comfortably well off. 
Ewen the poorest negroes have homes and can always earn enough to get 
plenty to eat and there is no difliculty in getting plenty of fuel. Conse- 
quently there is an almost unarousable apathy. 


WEST VIRGINLA. 

W.. 1. Boreman, Parkersburg.—I have just been putting in a half day 
With part of the fence motte brigade, Messrs. Wilcox and Dean, in lettering 
the fences along the turnpikes leading into town. It is a most excellent 
plan for jocal work, easily learned, quickly done. We make the letters from 
Sve to eight inches long, and, first sizing the boards of a panel or two with 
‘Sour or starch pasic, we put on the letters in white paint and cat around 
them with black and fill in the spaces with the same. Thzee can work at 
- this at once and in five or ten minutes produce a motto that will stand for 
years. Put the paint right on the pasted board before the sizing is dry. 
‘bis is a great saving of time and the brush slips easily over the surface. 
‘We devote most of our work new to the tariff and to local taxation. Here 
area few of our mottoes, put up to-day : “ Free Trade in °92;”’ “God bates 
® protection Democrat >” “‘A new game called j-rotection, or fleece the 
farmer,” *‘Farmers as3essed at 635 per cent.: town lots at 15 per cent ;’’ 
** Protection for the manufacturer, the poorhouse for the farmer.’’ Both 
Republicans and Democrats sec this, and it starts a discussion at once. We 
~ have mottoes on most of the roads leading into town and will soon go 
through the town itself. Anybody can do this work. If you have no 
painter in your crowd, take your scissors and cut out a few letters for a 
- pattern from some stiff cardboard advertisement and then cut around these 
~ Setters with vour black paint. The farmers are discussing the tax question 
- and the tariff, and by keeping them going we will make votes. The Aus- 
Sralian ballot will be passed by our Legislature this winter, 1 think, as 
«Sovernor Fleming has recommended it, and the Legislature is largely 
Dewocratic. 





TEXAS. 
Will ML. Bae), Baird .—Seven petitions. The minds of the people are run- 
B. RBomtrg, Black Jack Springs, Favette county.—Eleven petitions. We 


aup's I get in the neighborhood. — 


OHIO: 

. M. G., Findiay.—Although I strike snags quite often in trying to 
ethe Single Tax it does net discourage me. I only wish that every 
voit would read our literature. We wil! forma club here soon. 


eer neem 


INDIANA. 

Mrs. J. D. Gunn, Evansville-—Twenty-four petitions. A number of our 
gost intelligent ladies are enthusiastic iu the cause. Have jest been read- 
Sng with delight <- The New Declaration of Rights,”* and ‘‘ The Coming Bill- 
fonaire.” They have civen me new bope. 


ILLINOIS. 

Warren Worth Bailey, Chicago.—The audience which greeted the Hon. 
Hears D. Lioyd at our meeting Thursday evening, January 15, was large, 
' §utelligent and appreciative. His address was in his very best style, 
abounding in epigram, in scintillating wit, in autithesis and vivid illustra- 
‘Mon, in biting sarcasm and merciless thrusts at sham and pretense, the 
whole irradiated with the dashes of genius, and softened by the finer touches 
ofa broad and purely human sympathy. His subject was “ A Conservative 
View of the Labor Qsestion,” according to the announcement, bat he 
really dwelt upon the New Conscience, tracing the development of freedom 
and buman rights historically from the earliest times to the present, when 
‘forms are crumbling, and the shells that once protected and now 








areall farmersaround here and hard to convince. IJ circulate all the Staxp- 








or the butterfly its chrysalis. But unfortunately there was a halting short 
of conclusions in the brilliant journalist’s stirring review and prophesy of 
the great labor movement, a hesitation in grappling the real problem, a 
curious failure in stating the ultimate principles which should govern and 
direct the New Conscience. Mr. John Z. White, in moving a vote of 
thanks to the speaker, referred to Mr. Lloyd’s singular conservatism in this 
respect, at the same time paying him a deserved tribute. Mr. Marshall 
Beck also spoke briefly in commendation of the spirit of the address, refer- 
ring with much feeling and delicacy to the fact that Mr. Lloyd was the . 
champion of the poor, not because he was himself poor, but simply because 
he saw that the poor’s cause was just, and that it was his duty to leave the 
place among the high and the contented to go forth to do battle for the 
lowly and the oppressed. The discussion then became general, taking a 
considerable range. I think Mr. Lloyd was agreeably surprised by the 
character of the audience and the keenness and strength of his critics. He 
certainly followed their remarks with close attention, and, instead of leav | 
ing at 9:45, as he had intended, he remained till the meeting adjourned at 
10:30, and then continued the discussion with various members of the aadi- 
ence who pressed about him. Mr. Ripley introduced a resolution favoring 
a constitutional convention, and it was referred to the legislative committee 
without debate. A resolution was adopted authorizing the purchase of 500 
copies of “ Protection or Free Trade? ” for distribution by the club. It 
was also ordered that a monthly collection be taken at our meetings for the 
benefit of the National Committee. Aunouncements—January 22, James. 
Malcolm, “ Personal Property Taxation in Illingis;’’ January 29, H. E. 
Bartholomew, “ Why I Believe in the Single Tax:’’ February 5, Leon Horn- 
stein; February 12, Edward Osgood Brown. Mr. Phillips has indefinitely 
postponed his address on Socialism, which we had hoped to hear next | 
Thursday evening. ‘ihere is very little doubt that the special assessment. 
system will be greatly extended in this city during the next two years. 
Ernest J. Foord, Chicago.—Twelve petitions. I am serving upon the jury 
for a few days and several of the endorsed signatures are my ‘fellow jur- 
rs,’ to whom I have been preaching the gospel of the Single Tax—sort of 
“‘courting them.’’ I hope before these “twelve good men and true’’ shall. 
have disbanded to send you the remainder of their signatures, making the 7 
verdict in favor of the Single Tax unanimous. | 
Robert Aitchison, South Chicago.—Twelve petitions. When I started to 
ask people to write their names [ thought I would only have to ask, but now 
I know different. Some men could not sec through a mill stone even with 
a hole in it. : 
S. T., Bloomington.—I do not find it easy to get signatures to the petitions 
here. In this city of culture and wealth, of colleges and clubs, there are 
fewer free-traders and there is less radicalism than any city I ever struck. 
The population is composed largely of very conservative people. This is — 
due, doubtless, to the fact that this is a city of very prosperous people. - 
Though containing a population of 30,000 there is no Jabor organization to 





speak of, though the great Chicago and Alton Railroad has here its. Ke 





immense shops employing several hundred men. There are also many — 
manufacturing establishments here, but I never hear of a labor meeting. — 
Even the coal miners are not organized, though there are many of them. 
The laboring men of every class, as a rule, own their own homes and their 
little lawns. There is a general feeling of contentment, and few seem dis- 
posed to complain of the general conditions. So that, when I approach 
men to sign the petition I am generally reminded that *- everything is all 
right. I am satisfied.’ But J do not Jose courage. but keep digging away 
atthem. One of the petitions sent herewith is that of the editor of the 
Sunday Eye, Mr.C. M. Leek, a very brainy man and one the most forcible 
editorial writers in the State. His:conversion, I believe, is only a question 
of a short time. The other, Charles E. Reed, is one of the most prominent 
and highly respected merchants in the city. He is an absolute and radical 
Free Trader, and deeply interested in the Single Tax. His brother, also a 
Free Trader, would not sign the petition. His refusal was a great surprise 
to me, knowing him to bea radical. 1 had the pleasure of meeting our 
good friend James A. Herne a few days ago. es 
B. P. Murphy, Pinckney ville.—Robert C2mming, of Duquvin, this county, 
addressed a large and appreciative audience in the court house at this place 
last Saturday, on the Single Tax on land values as elucidated in ‘‘ Progress 
and Poverty.”” Mr. Cumming 1s a young man who works hard in the coal 
mines during the day and spends his leisure time in study. He has thor- 
oughly mastered the economic problems in ‘Progress and Poverty,” and - 
has a felicitous way of presenting his views in a graceful, quiet and dignified 
yet forcible manner that secures the attention and respect of all who hear 
him, 
TOWAL cnt 
J. Hagerty, Burlington.—One petition trom on 
tionists. Our club is very active. 5 
MISSOURI. | 
Ww. B. puaten: 8t. Louis.—Seven petitions. 
MINNESOTA, | 
C. J. Buell, Minneapolis.—The Single Tax is moving right along. ere. 
The fact that Mayor P. B. Winston has joined our league has caused con-. 
siderable comment in the newspapers. Very many of our leadipg business, 
men here are Singie Taxers; while as to the masses of the people, I have 
very little doubt that they would give a large majority for the Single Tax, if — 
the matter could be presented to them on its merits. In the meantime we 
are trying to so amend the constitution that the people of any county or 
city, or of the State at large, can vote upon the matter. There are a good 
many Single Taxers in the Legislature. The entire Democratic contingent — 
from this county—nineteen in number—with one possible exception, will 
favor our bill, and one of the two Republicans will also favor us. Mayor 
Stivers, of Brainard, who is in the house; also John Sheets, of Todd County, 
Mr. Bull, of Wright County, and J. A. Keyes, of Winona, are Single Taxers, 
It was Keyes who put through the Australian ballot law two years ago, and 
he is now at work on a bill to apply the reform to the entire State. I don’t a 
‘Single T : 
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is ao framed that any opposition to it bas got to deny the Democratic prin- 
ciple of local self-government. We have great hopes of being able to carry 
the measure through. 

W. A.Carpenter, Minneapolis.—Nine) ‘petitions. Hon. Sidney M. Owen, who 
polled 56,000 votes last November as the Alliance candidate for Governor of 
Minnesota, addressed our Single Tax League, January 12, on the nature of 
the tariff tax. He likened the tariff to an unclean beast which we bor- 
rowed from the Moors, and which has grown more unclean and destruc- 
tive since its Christianization by us. ‘‘For,’’ said the speaker, “ the tariff 
with the Moors was one for revenue only ; they, with all their cruelties and 
meanness, never were guilty of devising atariff for protection.”” Mr. Owen 
declared himself in favor of a tariff forrevenue only, but later in the evening, 
when asked what objection he had to absolute free trade, answered, ‘‘ None.’’ 
Among a large number who have joined the league was P. B. Wiuston, the 
mayor of our city. In a few weeks Mayor Winston will address the league 
on *‘ Some reasons why J favor the Single Tax.’”? Among those who will 
address us in the near future is Mrs. Frances FE. Russell, of St. Paul. My 
brother, A. C., a farmer who is nov afraid of the Single Tax, addressed the 
Castle Rock Alliance on the 3d inst. on the Single Tax theory. A Chatau- 
qua Circle in Hastings spent an evening lately studying the Single Tax, and 
have since invited me to come down and talk with them about the matter. 
Never having heard of a Single Tax man who declined to talk on this sub- 
ject when invited to do so, I suppose I must follow the custom and go. 

George C. Madison, St. Paul.—One petition.’ Miss Eva McDonald, 
-saidto bein favor of the Single Tax, was elected to the position of State 
lecturer by the Farmers’ Alliance at late convention here. 

NEBRASKA. 

E. Flannagan, Lincoln.—A. J. Cornish, though elected to the Leyislature 
as a Republican, is the most pronounced Single Taxer in this county. He 
has introduced a bill, based on the Australian plan, providing that the 
State shall print and distribute all ballots, and he desires the friends of 
ballot reform to furnish bim with the very best information on the sub- 
ject. Address bim at Lincoln, Lancaster County, Neb. I think there will 
be a law exempting from taxation anywhere from 3300 to $1,000.0f the pro- 
ducts of labor, by the time our reform Legislature adjourns. Some radical 
legislation is looked for from this assem ly, especially relating to taxation, 
interest and corporations, and best of all I’m led to believe the people will 
laugh this time. The independents have a good working majority in both 
houses and may have the Government yet. 

Edwin Welsh, Omaha.—Twenty-seven petitions. One of the signers is a 
millionaire, L. Woodworth, who considers it unjust to tine a man for im- 
proving the city, while another is rewarded for retarding its growth. The 
Single Tax idea is growing in Nebraska. 





SOUTH DAKOTA. 

W. E. Brokaw, Flandreau.—Fifty-seven signatures. Saturday sight, 
January 3, I talked to a fair audience in the school house at Esteliine. At 
the close of my talk I answered questions, most of which were asked by a 
couple of bankers. While answering a question ‘of one of them he walked 
out. I was told that finding himself cornered, he left for fear of being 
laughed at. The opposition of these men caused the farmers present to 
take more kindly to the subject. I obtained a number of signatures 
for the petition and subscribers for the special editiom of ‘“ Protection 
or Free Trade?’ also a subscriber for Tue Stanparp. 
to Brookings Monday. Tuesday night | talked in a school house ten 
miles fror2 Brookings. The interest in the subject was manifest by. the 
questions askee and the discussion after the meeting. There I also obtained 
subscriptions for the book and signers to the petition. At each place 
I distributed tracts and a few old Stanpakps I happened to have. Wedne3- 
day night I spoke in the Court House at Brookings. I had my smallest 
audience there, but the presentation of the truth seemed to have the same 
effect that it has’on a larger crowd. Thursday Mr. Lattin took me to White. 
Although it had been announced that I wou!d speak there, nu arrange- 
. ments had been made for a place to speak in. The school house seemed to 
be the only place obtainable, but it could not be had for less than $2.50. As 
that was about half the size of my “ pile,” and as I could find no one, or 
number of men, willing to guarantee the amount and trust to a collection, 
I could not secure the schoo] room. After considerable “ rustling ”’ I was 
offered the use of a store room. Something like twenty men were “scared 
up” at that late bour, 8 rp. 4., and I stood near the door while my auditors 
sat On counters, boxes and chairs, and listened to an hour and a half’s talk 
on “‘taxution.”” Many questions were asked in the half hour or so follow- 
ing my talk, and eight men paid a dime apiece for the new edition of ‘- P. 
or F. T?” and thirteen signed the petition. One of the farmers present 
took me home with him, and in the morning I caught «a hand-car ride from 
his place to Bushnell. Thus you see I labor under difficulties. At Bush- 
nell I was taken iu by the postmaster, who is also a storekeeper. Friday 
night I talked to a group of men in the school house there. One of the 
farmers present, who was a rank protectionist, said he wished he had 
known what it was going to be, and urged me to Jet him know if I ever 
came that way again, and he would have the house filled to hear me. While 
answering questions this man asked: ‘What you are after is to kill 
speculation, is it?’ I replied that it was, and then he said, ‘‘ Now I begin 
to get it through my thick head.’’ Later, after I had answered some of bis 
objections to free trade, he said: ‘Pll have to be going home, or you’!! 
make a free trader of me.”’ While waiting to catch a ride to Aurora the 
next day, that man came in with some of his neighbors, and and when J left 
there were a dozen or so in the store vigorousiy discussing the Single 
Tax. Saturday night, the 10th, I talked to about fifty men and 
a few women in the Methodist Church at Aurora. The man who 
made, arrangements for me‘had read “Social Problems’? and favored 
the idea. The pastor of the church had listened to me talk in his 
charch at Gary last Spring. Mr. Van Doren, one of the organ- 
igers of the State Alliance, came over from Brooklings with Mr. 
Lattin to hear me, and while answering questions be made several statements 
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that corroborated some of mine. Mr. Lattin took me home with him tha 
Perley has arranged for me to address the County Alliance at Flandreaw 
this afternoon. 1 expect to go to Baltic to-morrow, the 13th. Atone place - 
I met an editor who said he had just refused a chance to get a Single Tax 
department in the patent side of his paper. 1 told him he had better recon- . 
sider and he said he believed he would; for, if the subject was being agi- 
tated, his readers might as well get a chance to stady it, but he had not . 
supposed before that it was being agitated much. <A Protectivnist, who 
came to hear me at one place, declared my talk ‘splendid,’ although here- 
tofore he could not be got to go to hear anything contrary to ‘ Protection,’” 
while I talk pure Free Trade. He even went so far as to subscribe for the 
coming edition of *‘ P. or F. T 2” At other places other Proteciionists have ._ 
been similarly affected. The idea of limiting land-holding to use and thus. 

freeing resources by the Single Tax removes all their fear of Tree Trade. I 
notice that ‘‘ Tariff Reform ”’ is a term little used among the farmers where 
I have been so far; they talk of ‘‘ Free Trade ”’ and ‘“ Protection,’’ and the 
Independents mostly seem to think the tariff is an evil that should be abo- 
ished but cannot be ‘reformed.’ The action of the State Board of Equali 
zat‘ou in raising the assessments, instead of equalizing them, is creating 
more interest in the tax problem. This board, the chairman of which is the 
Governor, increased the assessed returns from 25 to 75 per cent., and on 
bank securities, ete., 100 per cent. But the bankers refuse to pay the addi- - 
tional amount. They will net pay taxes on $200 when the note is only a 
$100 note. On the other hand, most of the farmers will pay the increased 
amount. Asa result the agitation of the tax question becomes easier, and 
aby opposition of bankers to the Single Tax only serves to make it more: 
popular with the farmers. 


CALIFORNIA. 

S. Byron Welcome, Los Angeles.—Thirty-tkree petitions. Unconscio 
Single Tax men are abundant. Nearly everybody is dissatisfied with th 
‘McKinley Discovery.” Free Trade is getting a stronger hold. It is nolonger 
a bugaboo. Protectionists are very scarce and timid ; Nationiists see 
almost extinct : Socialists are few and thick-skulled as ever, and real. 
Democracy crops out everywhere in discussion. 
Mrs. Frances M. Milne, San Luis Obispo.—Find inclosed 32, from my. 
mother (Mrs. F. M. Tener) and myself, $1 each, our annual subscription to. 
the National Committee. Everything here just now is very dull, with the 
railroad topic the only interest. You can imagine our great happiness é 
Mr. George’s recovery. Would that we could make some offering to th 
Single Tax worthy of such joy. — 


OREGON. 

C. M. Crain, The Dalles.—Thirty-four petitions. Will Uren, W allace, 
Yates, B. S. Riggen and others, are succeeding in having some good, 
straight Single Tax articles published in the Oregonian, and the feeble. 
attempts of the editor to combat their sounc, political, economic logic, is 
making us many convert:. 


WASHINGTON. 

James S. Paton, Douglas.—Inciosed find petitions, also a postal note fo 

$2.50, our first contribution to this year’s work of the National Comms 
Our numbers are steadily increasing in this vicinity. 

William R. Van Dolahr, Port Angeles.— Nineteen petitions. . 


—__-+ ~<-8-— 2 


PERSONAL. 
- Gertrude Franklin Atherton, in her article in the January Cosmopolitam 
on “The Literary Developnicnt of California,’’ says that though not bo 
the State ‘‘ Henry George needed the rich suggestions of the new country t 
teach him the heights and the depths of the great problem he has solved. 
Here it seems we have a Californian who understands that Mr. George has 
solved the problem he set out to solve. 
* ~*~ eee, 
When the New York Times declares in a headline that “ Chandler’s Great. 
Steal’ in New Hampshire “was in line with his whole corrupt career,’” peo- 
ple old enough to remember the Florida steal in 1877, and the attitude of 
this same New York Times toward the great fraud, are disposed to rub. 
their eyes and look carefully at the head line of the paper to see if it 
really The Times. 


* 


* * 


* 

In a private letter from Kansas Mr. Louis F. Post says: ‘I have had 
long talk with Jerry’Simpson. He is a true blue Single Taxer, deep-dyed, 
and carries Social Problems with him wherever he goes, as the exponent of 
the views he holds in common with us. Do not let the foolish, “sockless. 
statesman ”’ stories mislead you as to what be is. He is the best man in the : 
Kansas delegation and will make a geod Congressman. He wears socks.” 
* x *% 

George FE. Bedell, of Herkimer, this State, and William Evans, of St. 
Louis, Mo., were in this city last week. They both visited the rooms of the 
Manhattan Single Tax Clnb. where they were entertained by members: of 


the club. 


* * 


e oe 

W. Il. Wakefield, writing from Lawrence, Kan., under date of the. 10th 
instant, says that he had just received a call from Louis F. Post: The 
Topeka Capital of January 15 says that on the previous evening Mr. Post 
spoke before the Citizens’ Alliance on free trade. The capital says. Mr. 


Post is a nataral orator. 


* * 


* 

Last Sunday morning W. L. Crosman, our Koxbury, Mass., corres: 
pondent, sat down to his breakfast. He folded his Boston Globe, so he 
could read it easily while discussing the various viands placed before him 
meanwhile thinking of the toilsome week to begin on the following morning, 
But before he had finished reading the Globe he learned, through i 


paper on which he worked—the Boston Post—had locked out its old com 
} positors and taken on a force of non-Union men. 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































‘go ee, THE STANDARD. VOL., IX., 60 
THE SPEECH OF MR. INGALLS. W. E. Brosaw, Watertown, 8. Dak—To show that we mean busi- 
‘The passage of the free coinage bill by the Senate last Wednes- ig diecast fcc decapiee at tos our club, one hundred from 
bs dls wast excstine dohate that hac " the secretary for hie own use, and five ones J picked up. To-morrow 
dss. = ot : fk oe strike out and hope to pick np a good many by the wayside. Whoop her 
im this Congress. It lasted ten hours in all. of which Mr. Ingalls up! 
‘occupied two hours te deliver a brilliant speech, in which he | George C. Gunther, Ottawa, Il.—Enclosed find money order for #11, 
‘touched on a great mgny things besides the coinage of silver dol- | $10 of which is for one hundred copies “Protection or Free Trade?” __ 
ars. It was msinle devoted to pointing out the dangers which R. H. Hasewitter, Hermann, Mo.—Send blanks and [ll see how many | 
snenace society from the unjust and unequal distribution of wealth. subscribers I can get. 
A condensed report contains the following : Judge Isaac Howe, Redfield, 8. Dak.—Puat me down for tifty copies. 
‘The moral sentiment of mavkind had been aroused at the unequal distribution | It is the best scheme yet devised to educate the voter. Thought must 


= 
nociety. At the beginning of the second century the American people had arouse thought and stimulate inquiry as ‘‘ Protection or Free Trade %’ It is 
{ 
| 




















































become profoundly convinced that the ballot was not the panacea for the evils ; so plain and fearless in statement and so convincivug and unanswerable in 
of society, that it had not abolished poverty nor diminished injustice. They had | argument that he who runs, thongh a Protectionist. may read and under- 
dlispovered that political equality did not result in social fraternity; that under | stand. 
democracy the concentration of greater power in fewer bands was more pos- H. Hubbard, Painesville, O.—Put me down for a hundred copies. - 
siblethan under a monarchy. George Washington, the first President of the | #,ve been loaning a single copy for the last two years, whenever I found a_ 
Republic, ind, when he died in 1799, the largest. private turtune in the United . hlactand havé seldom failed to make vert, Will ae ‘ 
States, but all of his belongings at che time of his death only reached the sum souden ee ee oe ee er aca anes 
totalof Petween eight and nine hundred thousand dollars. That was less than | ™Yself, keeping them loaned to protectionists all the time and instruct. 
mecentury ago, and yet it is within bound: tosay that at ihe present time there are | friends to do the same. I believe ten dollars invested now in this way is 
saany scores of men and of corporations in this country whose annual income | worth five hundred during the campaign. 
‘dand there has been one man whuse monthly revenue) exceeded the entire accu 
mulations of the richest citizen of the United States ut the end of the last 
wentury. The population of the Union was then 5.300,0W, and the estimated 
 weatth of the country was between three and four thousand miltion dcilars. 
There was nota millionaire and there was not a tramp or pauper in the country | 
- Labor was the rule and juxurv the example. The prayer of Agar was then abso. 
futelw realized. There was ~ neither poverty nor riches. Since that time the 
- growth in wealth and numbers of the United States had bad no precedent in the 
building of nations. The pocple of the United States now performed one-thiri 
OF the world’s mining, one-fourth of ite manufacturing, one-fifth of its farming 
and possessed one-sixth of its accumulated wealth. The United States had 
- become the weaithiest nation on the face of the earth. Its progress exceeded 
the fictions of the Arabian Nights. There was nothing in the story of Aladdin 
that rivalled it. it was without parallel or precedent. Bat the people had sud- 
denls awakened to the couception of the fact that the great bulk of the property 
of the country Was passing into the hands of those whom Senator Sherman 
walled by euphemism the speculators of the country. One man in this country 
Nad in @ lifetime acquired, out of the aggregate of the Nation's wealth earned 
by the labor of all. a sum that exceeded the assessed value of four of the smaller 
States, and which was many times mure thau the entire wealth of the Republic 
‘hen it was fuunded. This was the most ternble commentary ever recorded in 
the book of time. And Nero tiddied while Rome burned. The means mistically 
denominated financiering, speculation. This process was going ot with cun- 
stantly and frightfully accelerating rapidity, by means of combinations. We 
were accustomed to speak of this as the land of the free and the home of the 
brave; and it would soon be the home of the rich and the land of the slay. e. It 
was no wonder that the laboriug and agricultural classes of this country had at 
lett awakened. Referring to the late election be said that it was neither a 
Repoblican defeat nor « Democratic victory. It was a great uprisiug, inde- 
pendent of and superior to both political parties. Ht was a peaceful revolution. 


Mr. Ingalls then went on tu advocate unlimited cvinage, and 
claimed he had been a supporter of the idea contained in the bill for 
the last fifteen years. His speech was a strong bid for the support 
of the Farmery Alliance majority of the Kansas Legislature, in his 
fight for re-election to the Senate. 


far. Send circulars. I may be able to increase it. 
Charles S. Prizer. Reading, Pa.—I will take a hundred Curie: Will send 


cash February !. 


If { had more blanks I could have them filled. 
J. H. Barber, San Francisco, Cal.—Enclosed find $1 for ten copies. 


copies. 
Bolton Smith, Memphis, Tenn..—Put me down for one hundred copies. 


R. T. Snediker, Hartford, Kan.—Send a hunared copies if possible before 
the farmers begin plowing, which is in March. 
P. J. Snay, Galion, O.—I said I would get one hundred subscribers but 


scriptions every day and find it easier than to get petitions signed. The 
Farmers’ Alliance and Knights of Labor hold conventions here beginning 
on the 20th, and I want to use the occasion to do some work. 

Robert Tyson, Toronto, Can.—Send subscriptions for a hundred and 
forty-five additional copies. 

W. A. Van Epps, Olympia, Wash.—Put me down for fifty copies. 

A.J. Watson, 0’ Neill, Neb.—No better plan vould be adopted to strengthen 
the ranks of reformers. Enclosed find order for a hundred copies. 

C. W. Kellogg. Chicago, 111.—Enclosed find subscription for one hundred 
copies. The world will be ours within ten years if we can get this half 
million copies properly before the people. 


copies. a 


jast now, but hope to increase this later. This is the best work Single 
Taxers can do just now. Everyone has friends who can readily be per- 
suaded to subscribe and the great good to be effected from this work ought 
to prompt every worker to devote at Jeast a few dollars to circulate this 
book free. 

Subscribers will save us much trouble and expense, it they will, so far as 
possible, send cash with their orders. The first bundred thonsand will be 
pritted in February and will be sent to subscribers from whom the cash is 

The success of the half-million edition of ** Protection or Free Trade #" is | actually received. We hope this will induce workers to redouble their 
mow so tar assured that the first hundred thousand will be put to press | efforts, not to relax them. Tbe actual subscriptions received to date foot 


“PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE” AND THE HAND-TO-HAND 
wary in February. Whether the edition will ever reach the half million or up a little less than thirty thousand, but from present appearances the 
| 


CLUB. 


million mark will depend entirely on the continuance of the enthusiastic | hundred thousand mark will be passed before February 10. Please address 
work now being done uearly everywhere for it. Recognizing fully that 
“@his success will not be due to any one individual. but to the united efforts 
of all reformers, and that whatever honor may be derived theretrom should 
‘mot be monopolized, it bas been decided that the “ Hand-to-Hand Club.” 
composed of all who assist this work. shall issue this edition. Every sub- 
acriber for one hundred copies or more, and every one who obtains sub- 
-wctiptions for at least one hurdred copies, will thereby become a member- 
“TLic will enable every one of us to get some share of the glory, for while we 
may not all be able to afford to subscribe for this number each one of us 
cau, With very litte effort, get subscriptions from our acquaintances for 
more than one bundred copies. Mr. Logan Carlisle, son of Senator Car- 
litle, bas avcepted the presidency, and Mr. William Lloyd Garrison the 
-wice-presidency, as will be sven frum following : 
William Licyd Garrison, Boston, Mass.—You are welcome to use my 
game as Vice-president of the Hand-to-Hand Club if it will be of any service 
tothe cause. [ think you have hit upon a very effective plan of converting 
the people to free trade ideas. Nothing more lucid or effective has ever 
‘wen written upon the subject than Mr. George’s book. 
Louis F. Post.—The only work worth doing in the West is what you pro- 
pose. Ordinary tariff reiorm literature would be like Presbyterian ser- 
anons to a Calvinist. It would be agreed to, but what good’ What is 
weeded is the kind of literature that wili show the effect of protection in 
separating producer and consumer: that will show, without saying it, that 
- the relief of a greater volume of currency would at best be but temporary. 
“‘ Protection or Free Trade ®”’ is the only book that in present political condi- 
tions can do that. The “money maggot” has possession now, and no mere | competition of American beauties, who generally succeed in carrying off 
- Sacal reform has any show. It may be good enough in its way, but *‘ what | the first prizes in matrimonial husbandry, while ostensibly ‘‘ completing 
the people waut is more money and jess misery.”’ their studies.”’ 
ives F_ Eeee oie, encores, Mien: Eechiecd Aid coats for. 1,10¢ Linn County, Kan., once elected a man to the State Senate who 


_ qopies of ~ Protection or Free Trade*” Lf I have 2s good success in the 
wext two weeks my orders will reach two eoment te ppiies ee travelled to the capital of the State in an ox cart instead of by the 
stage coach, and who, in fencing his farm, tied the poles to the 


ewo-hundred-and-Siticth of the entire number needed. If Single Tax men 
sereseelty tale an tetanact ts this maqeer eoconght to gut there with beth fect posts with hickory withes instead of nailing om become there 
was a tarid on usils. 


: wary chort onder. 


Hane Club. 42 University place. New York. 






AGAINST SUBSIDIES. 
Boston Post, January 15. 
The letter of Captain John Codman, which we reprint in another colum 
from the New York STanpakp, contains some remarkable statements con- 
cerning the manner in which the Farquhar subsidy scheme is “ promoted?’ 









denounce it as ‘‘a bill for the benefit of beggars and theives.”’ 

In this connection, but relating to the merits of the bill itself rather than 
to the lobby methods by which it is urged, the recent protests of the mer- 
chants of Baltimore is of interest. These merchants represent that they 
have acquired a trade with South America in vessels which “ have been 
built and are owned by Baltimore houses, and are profitably employed 
without the aid of subsidy, notwithstanding the obstacles created by exist- 
ing laws imposing onerous taxes upon saipping.”’ They say that this trade, 
the result of years of effort, which is steadily increasing, is now threatened 
by the proposed legislation, and they “‘ earnestly appeal ’’ to their Senators 
and Representatives ‘‘to intervene and with every proper means oppose the 
shipping bill.” 

LET GERMANY PUT A TARIFF ON THE IMPORTED ARTICLE. 


Boston Globe. 
The girls of Germany are beginning to resent with great bitterness the 








Patrick Molloy, Elk Garden, W. Va.—Have got thirty-five subscribers so _ 


Warren Worth Bailey, Chicago, Il!.—Enclosed are orders for 195 copies. _ - 


Thomas Bowman, Counc) Bluffs. Jowa.—I enclose order forabundred 


will not be satisfied unless I make it five hundred. Am getting subscrip-— 


Gus A. Menger. St. Louis, Mo.—Please increase my order to a hundred oS 


M. Hemming, St. Louis, Mo.—I cannot use more than a hundred copies : 


for subscription blanks. circulars, etc.. W. J. Atkinson, secretary Hand-to- AS 


in the House. The methods employed lead Captain Codman vigorously to 














































































THE SINGLE TAX PLATFORM. 


ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE | 
SINGLE TAX LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES AT | 
COOPER UNION, NEW YORK, SEPT. 3, 1890. 


We assert asour fundamental principle the seif-evi- | 
dent truth enunciated in the Declaration of American | 
Independence, that all men are created equal, and are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights. | 

We hold that all men are equally entitled to the use 
and enjoyment of whet God bas created and of what is 
gained by the general growth and improvement of the | 

| 








community of which they are a part. Therefore, no one 
abould be permitted to hold natural opportunities with- | 
out afair return to all for any special privilege thus ac | 
corded to him, aud that value which the growth and 
improvement of the community attach to land should 
be taken for the use of the community. 

We hold that eack man is entit!ed to ali that his labor 
produces. Therefore no tax should be levied on the pro- | 
ducts of labor. i 

To carry out these principles we are in faver of ralsing | 
all public revenues for national, state, county and mu- : 
nicipal purposes by a single tax upon land values, irre- : 

t 
{ 
! 





spective of improvements, and of the ebolition of all 
forms of direct and {indirect taxation. 

Since in all our states we nowlevy sume tax op the 
value of land, the single tax can be instituted! by the 
simple and easy way of abolishing, one after auother, 
all other taxes now levied, and commensurately increas- | 
ing the tax on land values, until we draw upon that oue | 
source for all expenses of gover: ment, the revenue be- 
ing divided between local governments, state govern- | 
ments and the general government, as the revenue from 
direct taxes is now divided between the local and state 
goverpments ; ur, a direct assessment being made by the 
general government upon the states and paid by them 
from revenues collected in this manner. 

The single tax we propose is not ataxon land, end 
therefore would not fall on the use of land and be- 
come a tax on labor. . 

It is a tax, not on land, but on the value of land. Th 
it would not fall on all land, but only on valuable land, 
and on that not in proportion to the use made of it, bat 
in proportion to its value—the premium whicn the user 
of land must pay to the owner, either in purchase 
money or rent, for permission to use valuable land. It 
would thus be a tax, not on the use or improvement of 
land, but on the ownership of land, taking what would 
otherwise go to the owner as owner, and not as user. 

In ussesemenuts under the single tax all values created ° 
hy individual use or improvement would be excluded, 
and the only value taken futo consideration woula be 
the value attaching to the bare land by reason of neigh- 
borhood, ete., to be determined by impartial periodical 
assessments. Thus the farmer wou'd have no more | 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of iand idle, and the man who on a city lot erected 
« Valuable building would be taxed no more than the 
man who held a similar lot vacant. 

The single tax, in short, would call upou men vo vou- 
tribute to the public revenues, not in proportion to what 
they produce or accumulate, but in proportion to the 
value of the natural opportunities they hold. It wonld 
compel them to pay just as much for holding land tdle 
as for putting it to its fullest use. 

The single tax, therefore, would— | 

1. Take the weight of taxation off uf the agricul- 
tural districts where land has little or no value irre- | 
spective of improvements, and put it on towns and 
cities where bare land rises to 4 value of millions of 
dollars per acre. 

2. Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a 
horde of taxgatherers, simplify government and 
greatly reduce its cost. 

3. Do away with the fraud, corruption and gross 
inequality inseparable from our present methods of 
taxation, which allow the rich to escape while they 
grind the poor. Land cannot be hid or carried off, ; 
and its value can be ascertalned with greater ease 
and certainty than any other. 

4. Give us with all the world as perfect freedom of 
trade as now exists between the states of our Union, 
thus enabling our people to share, through free ex- 
changes,in all the advantages which nature has 
given to other countries, or which the peculiar skill | 

‘- of other peoples has enabled them to attain. It would 
destroy the trusts, monopolies and corruptions which 
- are the outgrowths of the tariff. It would do away 
with the fines and penalities now levied on anyone 
who improves a farm, erects a house, builds a 
machine, or in any way adds to the general stock 
of wealth. It would leave everyone free to apply 
labor or expend capital ia production or exchange 
without tine or restriction, and would leave to each 
the full product of his exertion. | 
5. It would, on the other hand, by taking for pubile | 


the growth and improvement of the community, | 
make the holding of land unprofitatle to the mere ! 
owner, and profitable only to the user. | 
thus make it impossible fur speculators and monopo- | 
lists to hold natural opportuaities unused or only | 
ha'f used, and would throw open to labor the illinit- | 
able field of employment which the earth offers to | 
man. It would thus solve the labor problem, ‘do | 
away with involuntary poverty, raise wages in alt 
occupations to the full earnings of lebor, make over- 
production impossible unt!) all human wants are | 
satistied, render labur-saving inventions a blessing to | 
al}, and cause such ap enormous production and such 
ap equitable distribution of wenith as would give to 
all comfort, leisure and participation in the advan- 
tages of an advancing civilization. ' 
With respect to monopolies other than the munopoly | 
of land, we holi that where free competition becomes 
impossible, as in telegraphs, railroads, water and gas 
suppites, ete., such business becomes a proper social 





_ fanction, which should be controlled and managed by 


amd for the whole people coscerned, through their 









THE STANDARD. 





SINGLE TAX LEAGUE OF THE 


UNITED STATES. 


List OF OxGaNizATIONS THatT HaVE ADOPTED 
THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES MADE BY 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE at NEW York, SEp- 
TEMBER 3, 1890, 


(Secretaries of clubs are requested tu send corrections, 
notices of the formation of new clubs or of requests for 
the enrollment of existing clubs to Geo. St. John 
Leavens, Secretary of the National Committee, at No. 42 
University place, New York. : 


ARKANSAS, 

Lit?tLe Rock.—Single tax club. 
Thursday evening, 717 Main st. 
see., Theo. Hartman. | 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los ASGELES.—Single tax club. Pres., Clarence A. MiL 

ler: sec., S. Byron Welcome, 301 Macey st. 
COLORADO. 

Denvek.--Denuver single tax club. Every Thuruloy 
evening, 303 16th st. Free reading room open every day, 
9a.m. to 9 p. m. Pres. G@. H, Phelps; sec. H. C. Biles, 
303 26th st. 


Eve 5 alternate 
Pres., Sal. F. Clark: 


GEORGIA. 
ATLANTA. Ga.—AClauta single tax club Now kl. Pres, 
3. M. Beath; see., J. Henley Smith, 12 W. Alabama st. 


ILLINOIS. 

CHicauu.—-Chicage single tax club. Every Thursduy 
evening, club room 4, Grand Pacific Hotel. Pres., 
Warren Wocth Bailey; sec., F. W. Irwin, 217 La Salle st., 
rvom 835, 

Quincy.—Gem City single tax club. Meets every Sun- 
day afternoon, 3 p. m., room 4, second flour, n. e. cor. 
bth and Hampshire sts. Pres., ©. F. Perry; vor. 3eU. 
Duke Schrver, 524 York st. ; 


INDIANA. 
IsvDIANAPOLIS.—Single tax league. Pres., Thus. J. Hud- 
son; sec.. Chas. H. Krause. Every Sunday, 2:30 p. m.., 
Mansur Hall, cor. Washington and Alabama sts, room 12. 


HichMonpD.—Single tax club. Pres., C. S. Schneider, 

105 South 3a st,; sec., M. Richie, 913 South A at. 
IOWA, 

BURLINGTON —Burlington single tax club. Firs’ Satur- 
day of each month, 805 North 6th st. Pres., Richard 
Spencer; sec., Wilbur Mosena, 920 Hedge av. 
KENTUCKY. 

.LocisviLLE —Progress single tax club. Open every 
evening, 508 West Jefferson st. Business meetings 
Friday. Pres., Christ. Landolf; sec.,W. W. Daniel, 803 


Franklin st. LOUISIANA. 

NEW ORLEaSs..--Louisiana single tax club. Meets first 
and third Thursday night at 8 p. nm. at 131 Poydras st. 
Pres., Jas. Middleton; sec., G. W. Koberts, $86 Thalia st. 


MAINE, 
AUBUKN.- Auburn single taxclub. Saturday evenings, 
room 3, Phoenix block, Main st.; reading-room open every 
evenlug. Pres., Thomas Marsden; seec., W. E. Jackson, 


aac MARYLAND. 

BaLrimone.—Single tax league of Mary land. Every 
Monday at 8 p. m., in hall 506 East Baitimore st.: Pres., 
Wm. J. Ogdeu, 5 North Carey st.; ree sec., John W. 
Jones, 29 North Caroline st.; cor. see., Dr. Wm, N. Bill, 
1438 Baltimore st. 


Baltimore single tax suciety. Every Sunday afternoon, 
3p. m., at Industrial Hall, 316 W. Lombard st. Pres., Jas. 
T. Kelly: sec., W. H. Kelly, 739 W. Franklin st. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Bustos.—Bostun single tax league. Public meetings 
second and fourth Sundays of each month, at 2:30) p.m., 
atG. A. KR. Hall, 616 Washington st. Pres.. Edwin WM. 
White; see. Emily T. Turner, 5 Cambridge st. 

DoRcuESTER.— Dorchester single tax club. Meetings 
first Tuesday of each month at Field’s building, Field's 
corner. Pres., Edward Frost; sec., John Adams, Field's 
building, Field’s corner. 

MALveES.—Single tax club. Pres., Geu. W. Cox: see., 
Edwin T. Clark, 190 Tremont st. 

Neponset single tax league. Sec.. y. A. Lothrop, Wood 
st court, Neponset. 

Koxbury single tax club. Pres., J. K. Carrett, 38 Court 
st,, Boston; sec., Henry C. Romaine, 959 Tremont st. 

WokcesTeER.— Worcester single tax club. Meetings first 


Thuraday of month, at Reform club hall, 98 Front st. 
Pres., Thomas J. Hastings; sec., E. K. Paze. Lake View, 


Worcester. aos 
MINNESOTA. 
MIssEaPouis.—Minueapolis single tax league. Every 
Tuesday evening, at the West Hotel. Pres., C. J. Buell, 


use that value which attaches to land by reason of | 402 W. Franklin av.; sec., Oliver, T. Erickson, 2203 Lyn. {| Watertown. 


dale av., S. 
Str. Pau..—Pres., H.C. MeCartey: see., Geo. C. Madison, 


ft would | 339 E. 7th st. Second and fourth Tuesdays at 41 Ww, | basement Granite block. 


dth st, ests 
MISSOURS. : 
HeEkMANN.—Single tax committee. Pres., K. H. Hasen- 


ritter; see., Dr. H, A. Hibbard. 


KaNsas Crry.—Single tax club. Firet Sunday of the 
inonth, at 3 p.m., at Bacon Lodge Hal, 1204 and 1206 
Walnut st. Presa., Charles E. Reid; see., R. F. Young, 
Signal Service office. 
@Sr. Louts.—St. Louis stugle taux club. Tuesday even- 
ings at 3073¢ Pine st.. third flour; busines» meetings first 
Monday vf each month. Rooms open every evening. 
Puplic meetings firat and third Thursday of each month 
at Bowman's Hall, lith and Loeust sts. Pres... H. H. Holf- 
man; sec., J. W, Steele, 2738 Gamble st. 

NEW JERSEY. 
CambeEsN.—Single tax club. Meets every Saturday even- 


2 é ing at Filton{hail, n. e. cor. Second and Filton sts. Pres., | 
_ proper government, locel, state or wational, as may bo, . ¥. J. Vigan; sec., Wm. M. Callingham, 580 Lind st, 





! land, Deaver, Col. 


rE 


JaNvVIER.—Janvier single tax and bellot reform club. - 
Alternate Thursday evenings, Janvier hall. Pres., Wi) 
Rice: sec., Sydney B. Walsh. 

JERSEY Ciry.—Standard single tax club. Meets first: 
and third Thursday of each month at Assembly Rooms, 
642 Newark av. Pres.. Jas. MeGregor: sec., Joseph Dana.) 
Miller, 223 Grauid st. : 


PLAINFIELD,--Single tax club. Pres., John b. Ande 
son; sec., J. H. MeCulloagh, 7 Pond place. 


NEWaRK.—Sinele tax and free trade club. Pres. € 


Rathburn; sev., M. T. Gatfney, 201 Plane st. 


PaTkERsos.—Passaie Co. siugle tax club. Pres, Eo W: 
Nellis; see., John A. Craig, 102 Hamburgav.. Meetings: 
| every Thursday evening at 169 Market at. 

VINELAND.— Vineland single tax and ballot reform ciub:: 

Pres., Rev. Adviph Roeder; sec., Wim. P. Nichols, box 924. 

Wasdiswron —Warreh county fand and labor club. 

Pres., A. W. Davis, Oxford, sec., John Morlsen, box 272, « 

Washington. 

REW YORK. 
New York.-- Manhattan single tax elub. Business 
necting first Thursday of each month at 8p. m.: other 

Thursitays, social and propaganda. Club rooms, 73 Lex: 

ington iv.; open every day from é p. ni. 1012 p.m. Pres. 

Louis F. Poat; see. A. J. Steers. 

Metropolitan single tax association. First and third. 

Saturday eveuings of cach month, 4908th av. Pres... Johy, 

H. O'Connell; sev., Fred. C. Kener. 


SkooKLYN.--Brooklyn single tax club. Business reet- 
ings Wednesday evenings: club house, 198 Livingston 
st.; opem at all honors. Pres.. Robert Baker; cor. sec. 
George White, Flatbusb. 

East Brooklyn single tax club. Mectings every Mon- 
day eveniny, 408 Evergreen av. Pres... James. Hamilton; 
see,, Jas, B, Connell, 448 Central av. 

Fastern District single tax club. Meetings first and 
third Mondays, 281 Broadway.  Pres., Joseph MeGuin 
Hess, 133 S. Yth st.. South Rrooklyu; sec... Emily A: 
Deverall ae 

Eighteenth ward single tax club. Every Thursday at &.. 
Pp. m. at 253 Evergreen av. Pres., J. J. Faulkner; sec:,, 
Adolph Pettenkofer, 253 Evergreen av. : 


Oswkao.--Pioneer single tax cluh. Pres., James Ryan, . 
sec., Jamer C. Murray. : 
OsWEGO.—Single tax club. Pres., Michael J. Murray 
sec., Wan. Minehaw, 50 West Main st. : “: 
LonG IsLanpb City.—Freedom asscciation meets evenin: 
of every fourth Friday ofthe month at Schwalenberg’s 
hall, corner Vernon and Rorden avs. Sec., G. W. A. King, 
660 Academy st. ee 


Troy.—Single tax club. Meetings every Thursday even- 
ing at 5°6 River st: Pres., Henry Sterling: sec., BB. Mar. 
tis, 576 River st. 

OHIO. ‘ 


CLEVELAND.—Central single tax club. Firat and third: 
Werdneniay evenings, 8 p. m.; rooms, 301 and 202 Arcade. 
Euclid av. Pres., Tom L. Johnson; sec., L. E. Slemon, 7 
Greenwood st. . ; 


DaYTon.—Free land club. 
W. W. Kile, 108 East 6th st. 


GaLioy.—Gallon single taxvlub. Every Monday ever 
ing, residence of P. J. Suay, 103 South Union st. Pres., 
P. J. Smay; sec... Maud FE, Snay, 

Youncstows.—Every Thursilay evening, Ivorites hall. 
Pres., Billy Kadc.iffe; sec., A. C. Hughes, 13 Public sq. =e 

ZANESVILLE.—Single tax clu. Pres., W. H. Longhee 
see., Win. Quigley, 

PENNASILVANLA. 

Kkavroxp.—Single tax club. Hevener's hall, 42 Main: 
st. Meetings for discussion every Sunday at 3.30 p. m. 

GERMANTOWN.—Single tax club. See. E. D. Burleigh, 13: 
Witlow av. 

JoHSsTOWS.--Henry George club. Meets every Monday. 
evening for public discussion. Pres, A. J. Moxhani | 
sev., Richard Eyre, 83 Water st. 


PHILADELPHIA.—Single tax society of Philadelphia. 
Every Thursday, 8 p. m., 1341 Arch st.; cor. sec., A. Hi. 
Stephenson, 214 Chestnut st. 

PITTSBERG,--Pittsburg single tax club Meets every 
first and third Sunday evening at 7.30, 64 4thav.. Pres: 
Edm. Yardley; sev.. Mark F. Roberts, 140 South 24th se 


Pres. J. G. Galloway; sec: 


Pottstows.—Single tux club, Meetings first: and third. 
Friday eventngys cach month in Weitzenkern’s halk 
Pres., D. L. Haws; see., Geo, Auehy, Pottstown, Pa, 

READING.-Reading single tax society. Monday even 
ings, 723 Penn st. Pres., Chas. S. Prizer; sec., Wm. H 
McKinney, Mineral Spring road and Clymer st. 

! SOUTH DAKOTA. 
STATE.—Svuth Dakota single tax association. Pres... 
Judge Levi McGee, of Rapid City; see., John B. Hanter: 
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| WaTERTOWN —dingle tax chub. Pres. Juo. B. Hanten: 
sev., L. E.-Brickell. Meetings every Wednesday night fm 


TENNESSEE, 
MEWPHIs.—Memphia single tax association. 
Menken; sec., R. G. Brown, Appeal building. 
TEXAS, 
Houestros.—Houston single tax club. Meering : 
Tuesday evening, 7.30, Franklin st. Pres.. E. P. Alabu 
sec., E. W. Brown, : 
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THE STANDARD ts the acknowledged organ and ex- 


ponent of the Single Tax movement in the United States, 


ut itds alse“ 4 Weekly Heview of Public Affairs,” in 

hich the uss man can tind with certainty comment 
mpon “or anention of every event of real public impor- 
fance.. Even those who do nyt accept the paper's views 
‘will find this review of great value 

o SNo stadent -of poiitical economy and au one interested 
an politics, not-of the mere machine order, can affurd te 
‘megiect the large and growing movement that aims at a 
wadival change in snethuds of taxation. This fs shown 

Wr the large gumber of public and professivnal men, 
wolege professors and students why are regular sub- 
gcraberstothe paper. THE STANDARD'S circulation is 
‘mot, however, confined to anv class. It has au especially 
trong hold upon thoughtful and intelligent working- 
amen and upon the shopkeepers, to whom the rent: prob- 
fem is one of growing and vital importance. 
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nd to present © summars of all important contribu- 
thometo the discussion of economic questions in maga 
vines wr other periodicals, but it is the special exponent 
peti pivocate of the following great reforms : 
> WE SINGLE TAN.—This means the abolition of all 
‘eaxeson labor or the products of labor, that fs to sas, 
‘the abolition of all taxes save one tax levied on the 
‘waleec of fand irrespective of improvements 

FREE TRADE.—That is. as perfect freedom of trade 
with all the world as nyuw exists between Mhe States of 
wnr Union. Tariff Reform will only be advocated as a 
gmovement tending in this direction. 

BALLOT REFORM.—That is, the real Australian sy6- 
oem, the Bret requisite of which is the exclusive use at 
w@ections of official ballots furnished by the State and 
marked and cast by the voter in compulsory secrecy, 
swith ample safeguards against the subsequent identifi- 
«ation of euch Hallots. 

Whe paper circulates iu every part of the United States, 
jamé ét hee subscribers in nearly every other countrys, 
sempecially in those in which Engltich is spoken. it 
wenches as thoughtful a body of readers as can be found 
én the world, and it{s not only thoroughly read by those 
whoteke it but itis passed around in sany cases from 
frend to hand. As ite advertising rates sre based on an 
active, bona fide, paying circulation it is one of the very 
ect and cheapest mediums for advertisers who desire to 
reach a widespread and intelligent bedy of readers: 
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